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What Wall Street thinks
about Biden’s term so far

Stocks have posted record run. See how market
compares to those of predecessors. In Money

How DeChambeau flipped
the script at Winged Foot

This week, the world No. 4 golfer defends his
U.S. Open victory at Torrey Pines. In Sports

Rita Moreno
gets candid
in up-close
documentary

The EGOT winner opens
up about her relationship
with Marlon Brando, lack
of Latino representation,
her struggles and what
keeps her going. In LifePOOL PHOTO

BY CHRIS PIZZELLO

President Joe Biden struck a fi�rm but mostly concil-
iatory tone Wednesday as he described talks with
Russian President Vladimir Putin at a summit in Ge-
neva, but he made clear the two nations remained a

Biden: ‘I did what I came to do’
US, Russia lay groundwork to ease tensions 

President Joe Biden greets Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Geneva in their fi�rst meeting since
Biden took office. POOL PHOTO BY MIKHAIL METZEL
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WASHINGTON – Russian President Vladimir
Putin has imprisoned the charismatic leader of an
opposition movement, shuttered the movement’s
40-plus offi�ces and branded the entire membership
as “extremists.” 

Which explains why allies of Alexei Navalny,
Putin’s chief antagonist and would-be political rival,
were rooting for a “black swan” moment – some
as-yet-unforeseen political event – that could trigger
the Russian dictator’s downfall.

And why, on the eve of the high-stakes summit
between Putin and U.S. President Joe Biden, Naval-
ny’s chief of staff� was in Washington huddling with
State Department offi�cials and American lawmakers 

Putin rivals playing
long game for ouster
Deirdre Shesgreen USA TODAY

See PUTIN, Page 2A

The North Carolina sheriff�’s depu-
ties who fatally shot Andrew Brown Jr.
in April could have avoided taking his
life, policing experts say, if they had
followed best practices and not
opened fi�re when he fl�ed in a car as
they tried to serve warrants.

But the fatal shooting may well have
complied with the Pasquotank County
Sheriff�’s Offi�ce use-of-force policy,
which allows deputies to shoot at a
moving vehicle even when best prac-

POLICING IN AMERICA

The fi�rm
that wrote
the book on
using force
Widely adopted policies
a factor in shootings 

Tami Abdollah
USA TODAY
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neva, but he made clear the two nations remained a
world apart on issues including digital espionage and
human rights. 

“The bottom line is I told President Putin that we
need to have some basic rules of the road that we can
all abide by,” Biden told reporters after his meeting
with Russia’s leader in Switzerland. It lasted three

The two men called the meeting, their fi�rst since
Biden took offi�ce, to discuss a range of issues that have
plagued U.S.-Russia relations for months, if not years:
cyberattacks, Moscow’s increasingly brazen crack- President Joe Biden greets Russian President
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Biden took office. 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Who’s still
getting sick? 
Hint: It’s not many who’ve had shots

President Joe Biden could find legisla-
tion on his desk this week that would
make June 19 a holiday like it is in
many states. 
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LIHU‘E — The state De-
partment of Health Kaua‘i 
District Health Office re-
ported one new case of 
COVID-19 on Sunday.

Sunday’s case is an adult 
visitor whose source of infec-
tion is considered mainland 
travel. However, since the in-
dividual’s positive test result 
was received after they had 
already departed Kaua‘i, Sun-
day’s case is not counted as 
an active Kaua‘i case.

The sole active case is in 
isolation, and close contacts 
are being identified, offered 
testing and directed to quar-
antine. Investigations are on-
going.

Sunday’s case brings the 
number of active cases to 
one, with 362 cumulative 
cases. Kaua‘i’s cumulative 
case count includes 320 con-
firmed locally, three proba-
ble, and 39 positive cases 
diagnosed elsewhere, as they 
received their pre-travel test 
results after arriving on is-
land.

Free testing at the Kaua‘i 
War Memorial Convention 
Hall in Lihu‘e available week-
days except holidays from 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Testing is also available 
through primary-care physi-
cians, hospitals and ur-
gent-care clinic. Contact 
those providers directly for 
more information.

If you have symptoms or 
are feeling sick, you should 
isolate yourself immediately, 
stay away from household 
members and not go out — 
including to work or school 
— unless you are seeking 
testing or getting health care. 
Those who have been vacci-
nated should still be tested if 
they believe they may have 
been exposed or if they feel 
sick.

1 new case 
of COVID-19 
on Sunday
THE GARDEN ISLAND

LIHU‘E — The latest legislative 
season in Hawai‘i was wrought with 
changes as the state adjusted to 
COVID-19 emergency rules.

Much of the activity moved to an 
online platform, which provided 
some challenges — especially in ar-
eas like public engagement, accord-
ing to the Kaua‘i legislative 

delegation.
The four legisla-

tors: state Senate 
President Ronald 
Kouchi and state 
Reps. Nadine Na-
kamura, James 
Tokioka and Dee 
Morikawa, recently 
addressed the Lihu‘e Business Asso-
ciation members in a virtual meet-
ing, during which they covered 
topics like unemployment, public 
transparency and the Hawai‘i Tour-
ism Authority.

“What best describes our legisla-
tive work this year is: ‘finding a new 

normal,’” Morikawa normal,’” Morikawa 
said. She again served said. She again served 
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Kouchi: Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority funding
‘a work in progress’

LIHU‘E — The fence line 
at the Kaua‘i Veterans Cen-
ter on Veterans Memorial 

Highway 
was alive 
with color 
from the 
American 
flags 
dancing in 
the trade 

winds Sunday, beckoning 
motorists’ attention to the 
message created with white 
plastic cups stuck in the 
chain link fencing — “Honor 
and Remember.”

“We can’t do it Sunday 
because we’re helping with 
the fundraising Memorial 
Day golf with the Kaua‘i Vet-
erans Council,” said Mary 
Lardizabal, Scoutmaster for 
Scouts of America Troop 
168 and Cub Pack 168, spon-
sored by Immaculate Con-
ception Church.

Kaua‘i Veterans Center a 
few weeks ago, and the 
troop made 4,000 flowers 

graves at the Immaculate 
Conception Church, the 
Kaua‘i Memorial Gardens, 

we have extra, the Kalapaki 
cemetery near Kaua‘i High 
School.”

‘Honor and Remember’

Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Groups collaborate 
to place lei, flowers, 
flags on graves

Morikawa
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Longtime Cubmaster for Cub Scout Pack 168 Kathleen Langtad watches Saturday as Cub Scout Atlas Lester 
places a fl ower on a grave at Immaculate Conception Church in Kapaia, which sponsors the pack.
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internet infrastructure that would 
ensure uninterrupted participation 
in hearings. And it turned out to be 
good for engagement in some ways, 

accomplishments this past session 
was trying to balance the budget 
with a revenue shortfall.

we have extra, the Kalapaki 
cemetery near Kaua‘i High 

‘Honor and Remember’

Longtime Cubmaster for Cub Scout Pack 168 Kathleen Langtad watches Saturday as Cub Scout Atlas Lester 
places a fl ower on a grave at Immaculate Conception Church in Kapaia, which sponsors the pack.

residents to 
return home 
and for visi-
tors to come 
and enjoy our 
islands,” he 
said.

Those trav-
eling to Hawaii 
prior to July 8, however, 
remain subject to current 
pretravel testing and quaran-
tine requirements.

Additionally on July 8, Ige 
said permitted social gather-
ing sizes will increase from a 
maximum of 10 to 25 indoors 
and from 25 to 75 outdoors.

Restaurants also will be 
able to seat up to 75% capac-
ity, with a maximum group 
size of 25 indoors and 75 
outdoors.

“We’re glad to have worked 
with the governor and other 
mayors to define a specific 
date for the transitioning of 
statewide COVID restric-
tions,” Mayor Mitch Roth 
said in a news release. “By 
setting clear dates, we will be 

able to allow 
our overseas 
ohana to better 
plan their trips 
while allowing 
our businesses, 
families and 
sports leagues 
to better pre-
pare for the road to recovery 
that lies ahead.”

Currently, Hawaii County 
limits gatherings to 10 people 
indoors and 25 outdoors.

“With the newly decided 
date, we will soon be able 
to expand gathering limits to 
25 indoor (and) 75 outdoor, 
which is what we requested in 
our last emergency proclama-
tion, but were denied by the 
governor in an effort to keep 
numbers consistent state-
wide,” said Cyrus Johnasen, a 
spokesman for Roth.

Knowing the county would 
adhere to the state’s discre-
tion in regard to gatherings, 
the county’s current emergen-
cy rule enables the governor’s 

Real Property Solutions for Kona Buyers and SellersSMReal Property Solutions for Kona Buyers and SellersSMReal Property Solutions for Kona Buyers and Sellers

DOWNSIZING OR MOVING UP?

CALL McCOURT!

FRIDAY, JUNE 25, 2021 WESTHAWAIITODAY.COM

75¢75¢

‘Honor and Remember’Available to eligible people. ‘Honor and Remember’Available to eligible people. ‘Honor and Remember’
By appointment only.

‘Honor and Remember’
By appointment only.

‘Honor and Remember’
No walk-ins.

Check eligibility and 
schedule an appointment.

‘Honor and Remember’
www.cvs.com

‘Honor and Remember’COVID-19‘Honor and Remember’‘Honor and Remember’Vaccine and Testing‘Honor and Remember’
SEE SEE BENEFITS, A5

‘Honor and Remember’
HAWAI‘I ISLANDHAWAI‘I ISLAND
COVID-19 COUNTCOVID-19 COUNT

3,2283,228
State of Hawai‘i - Department of Health

171 6 54
TOTAL CASESTOTAL CASES ACTIVE CASES NEW CASES DEATHS

Man indicted 
for Keauhou 

murder
IOANE ASAGRA REMAINS 
IN CUSTODY IN LIEU OF 

$550,000 BAIL
BY CHELSEA JENSEN

WEST HAWAII TODAY
cjensen@westhawaiitoday.com

A 27-year-old Kona man has been 
indicted on charges of murder and 
arson in connection with a fatal May 25 
shooting in Keauhou.

Ioane Asagra was indicted by a 
Hilo grand jury on 
Wednesday on one count 
each of second-degree 
murder and first-de-
gree arson in connec-
tion with the shooting 
death of Joey Richmond, 
46, of Kailua-Kona, at 
the end of Keauhou-
Kainaliu Beach Road, 
known locally as “End of the World,” 
in Keauhou.

A preliminary hearing slated 
Monday was delayed after the judge 
set to hear the matter recused himself. 
Kona District Court Judge Joseph P. 
Florendo Jr. said he would be unable 
to preside over the preliminary hearing 
for Asagra because he had come upon 
the scene of the burned vehicle.

With Asagra now indicted, the pre-
liminary hearing will not be held today 
as scheduled.

An arraignment and plea hearing 
for Asagra, who remains in custody 
in lieu of $550,000 bail, had not been 
set as of press-time Thursday. Per the 
indictment, Asagra is prohibited from 
contacting a handful of people, includ-
ing the victim’s nephew.

Asagra was extradited June 16 to 
Kailua-Kona from Honolulu, where 
he had been hospitalized while recov-
ering from burns allegedly suffered 
when he set Richmond’s car on fire 
after the shooting. Asagra was taken 
into the custody of the Hawaii Police 
Department upon his arrival at Kona 
International Airport at Keahole and 
transported to the Kona Police Station.

Shortly before 9:30 p.m. May 25, 
police responded to a report of an 
unresponsive man lying face-down on 
the ground at Keauhou-Kainaliu Beach 
Road. Police told West Hawaii Today 
that a family fishing at the site had 
come upon the scene and reported it 
to police.

Asagra

SEE ASAGRA PAGE 8A
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Longtime Cubmaster for Cub Scout Pack 168 Kathleen Langtad watches Saturday as Cub Scout Atlas Lester 
places a fl ower on a grave at Immaculate Conception Church in Kapaia, which sponsors the pack.
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The state will relax trav-
el and gathering restrictions 
on July 8, when 60% of the 
Hawaii’s population is expect-
ed to be fully vaccinated 

fully vaccinated in the 
United States, Gov. David Ige 
announced Thursday.

Travelers must upload 
their CDC-issued vaccination 
records into the state’s Safe 
Travels program and must 
bring a hard copy of their 
vaccination record with them.

“I know that this change 
has been widely anticipated, 
and it will make it easier for 

residents to 
return home 
and for visi-
tors to come 
and enjoy our 
islands,” he 
said.

Those trav-
eling to Hawaii 
prior to July 8, however, 
remain subject to current 
pretravel testing and quaran-
tine requirements.

Additionally on July 8, Ige 
said permitted social gather-
ing sizes will increase from a 
maximum of 10 to 25 indoors 
and from 25 to 75 outdoors.

Restaurants also will be 
able to seat up to 75% capac-
ity, with a maximum group 
size of 25 indoors and 75 
outdoors.

“We’re glad to have worked 
with the governor and other 
mayors to define a specific 
date for the transitioning of 
statewide COVID restric-
tions,” Mayor Mitch Roth 
said in a news release. “By 
setting clear dates, we will be 
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Passengers arrive on a United Airlines flight from San Francisco Thursday at Ellison Onizuka Kona International 
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Passengers arriving on an Alaska Airlines flight from 
Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison 
Onizuka Kona International Airport.
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JACKSON, Miss. — New 
COVID-19 cases are declin-
ing across most of the coun-
try, even in some states with 
vaccine-hesitant populations. 

But almost all states bucking 
that trend have lower-than-av-
erage vaccination rates, 
and experts warn that relief 
from the pandemic could 
be fleeting in regions where 
few people get inoculated.

Case totals nationally have 
declined in a week from a 

seven-day aver-
age of nearly 
21,000 on May 
29 to 14,315 on 
Saturday, accord-
ing to data from 
Johns Hopkins 
University. 
For weeks, states and cit-
ies have been dropping 
virus restrictions and mask 
mandates, even indoors.

Experts said some 

states are seeing increased states are seeing increased states are seeing increased states are seeing increased 
immunity because there immunity because there immunity because there immunity because there 
were high rates of natu-were high rates of natu-were high rates of natu-were high rates of natu-
ral spread of the disease, ral spread of the disease, ral spread of the disease, ral spread of the disease, 
which has so far killed 
nearly 600,000 Americans.Passengers arriving on an Alaska Airlines flight from nearly 600,000 Americans.Passengers arriving on an Alaska Airlines flight from 

Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison 
nearly 600,000 Americans.

Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison “We certainly are getting Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison “We certainly are getting Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison 
Onizuka Kona International Airport.

“We certainly are getting 
Onizuka Kona International Airport.some population benefit Onizuka Kona International Airport.some population benefit Onizuka Kona International Airport.

from our previous cases, from our previous cases, from our previous cases, 
but we paid for it,” said 
Mississippi State Health 
Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 
“We paid for it with deaths.”

More than 7,300 
Mississippians have died 
in the pandemic, and the 
state has the sixth-high-
est per capita death rate.est per capita death rate.est per capita death rate.est per capita death rate.

Passengers arriving on an Alaska Airlines flight from Dobbs estimated that Passengers arriving on an Alaska Airlines flight from 
Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison about 60% of the state’s Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison 

residents have “some Onizuka Kona International Airport.residents have “some Onizuka Kona International Airport.
underlying immunity.”underlying immunity.”underlying immunity.”

“So we’re now sort of see-
ing that effect, most likely, 

As COVID-19 infections wane, 
vaccine-lagging areas still see risk

Photos: KELSEY WALLING/Tribune-Herald

Anthony Olayon sorts crayons into separate containers last week for students that will be attending the 
Halau Lamaku summer camp at the ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo.

‘Imiloa preps for reopening

It was quiet inside 
‘Imiloa Astronomy 
Center last week as 
the facility continues 
to weather a 15-month 
shutdown due to the 
ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic.

But work is under-
way in preparation 
of its limited reopen-
ing next month.

Closed since March 
2020, ‘Imiloa will 
reopen on weekends to 
members starting July 

17 and 18, and to the 
general public July 24 
and 25. Online ticket 
sales begin July 3.

“We look forward to 
restarting our normal 
museum operations 
— in COVID times,” 
Executive Director 
Ka‘iu Kimura said. 
“So, of course, like 
every other business, 
we are going to be 
implementing COVID 
protocols. However, 
we look forward to 

‘There’s 
just too 

much of it’
Resolution would ask county to 
conform to Basel Convention 
regarding handling of waste

The Hawaii County Council will dis-
cuss how to better handle the coun-
ty’s plastic waste, although it is unclear 
what effect it can actually have.

A resolution at this week’s meeting of 
the county council Committee 
on Regenerative Agriculture, 
Water, Energy & Environmental 
Management asks the coun-
ty to conform with the Basel 
Convention, a 1992 interna-
tional treaty intended to reduce 
the movements of hazardous 

By DYLAN LOVAN and 
LEAH WILLINGHAM

Associated Press

Astronomy center will open doors to general public on July 24
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‘Imiloa preps for reopening

regarding handling of waste

The Hawaii County Council will dis-
cuss how to better handle the coun-
ty’s plastic waste, although it is unclear 
what effect it can actually have.

A resolution at this week’s meeting of 
the county council Committee 
on Regenerative Agriculture, 
Water, Energy & Environmental 
Management asks the coun-
ty to conform with the Basel 
Convention, a 1992 interna-
tional treaty intended to reduce 
the movements of hazardous 
waste around the world.

Hilo councilwoman Heather Kimball, 
who introduced the resolution, said the 
measure is intended to “advance public dis-
cussion around waste on our island.”

“We need to be able to fully understand 
the life cycle of our waste,” Kimball said, 
explaining that the county’s goals for envi-
ronmentalism would be undermined if the 
county sends its waste to places that dis-
pose of it improperly or unethically.

“None of us want to see a situation 
where our waste goes into streams or is 
handled by child labor,” Kimball said.

The resolution follows a state resolu-
tion passed in the House of Representatives 
this year urging the state to com-
ply with the Basel Convention.

The Convention was amend-
ed in 2019 to include plastic waste 
among its list of hazardous waste.

Kimball said it doesn’t include every kind of 
plastic, but most common plastics are included.

Astronomy center will open doors to general public on July 24

Ka’iu Kimura talks about the reopening of the 
‘Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo.Page A6
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 STATEWIDE REACH

Oahu Publications Inc. is Hawaii’s largest media company. 
Its products reach 66% of adults on Oahu, Kaua‘i and 
Hawai‘i Island combined.
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66%
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Kaua‘i
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Kaua‘i Midweek
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  *  Source: 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough Report. Base is 766,709 total Oahu Adults.

**  Source: 2019 Release 2 + 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough Report. Base 159,088 West Hawaii Today/
Hawaii Tribune-Herald in Hawai‘i Island Adults. Base 56,625 The Garden Island/Midweek total Kaua‘i Adults.

   # U.S. Census – 2019 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates
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Sizzling Summer Loan Special
with rates as low as

Loan Department 245-2192
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Federally insured by NCUA

4.00% APR* and loan amount of up to $30k
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Loans subject to credit history. Loans subject to credit approval and loan amount based upon borrower’s creditworthiness and ability to repay. Loan offer valid 

from 05/01/2019 - 06/30/2019. Offer valid for new loans only and not applicable towards existing Garden Island FCU loans. Some restrictions may apply.

A great OB-GYN helps
you live your healthier.

Dr. Clyner Antalan is now 
accepting patients at 
Kaua´i Medical Clinic.
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Halau shines at Merrie Monarch

HOLLYN JOHNSON/TRIBUNE-HERALD

Halau Ka Lei Mokihana o Leina‘ala performs at the 56th annual Merrie Monarch Festival during hula ‘auana (modern) hula night Saturday at Edith Kanaka‘ole 
Multi-Purpose Stadium in Hilo.

Group misses out on wahine ‘auana title by just eight points

HILO — Ka Lei Mokihana o 
Leina‘ala placed fifth in th 
group wahine ‘auana (mod-
ern hula) competition Satur-
day night at the 56th Annual 
Merrie Monarch Festival’s 

hula competition at the Edith 
Kanaka‘ole Multi-Purpose 
Stadium in Hilo. 

Led by Leina‘ala Pavao Jar-
din, the halau scored 581 
points to finish near the win-
ner, Halau Kekuaoka-
la‘au‘ala‘iliahi, kumu hula 
Haunani and ‘Iliahi Parades, 

with 589 points. 
Oahu’s Hula Halau ‘O Kam-

uela took home the top hon-
ors. The halau, under the 
direction of na kumu hula 
Kau‘ionalani Kamana‘o and 
Kunewa Mook scored 1,190 
points in the combined wa-
hine hula kahiko (ancient 

hula) on Friday night and wa-
hine hula ‘auana on Saturday 
night. 

With the victory for the ha-
lau from Kalihi and 
Waimanalo comes the cov-
eted Lokalia Montgomery 
Perpetual Trophy. 

In second place, with 1,174 

points, was Halau Na Mamo 
‘O Pu‘uanahulu of Kapahulu, 
Oahu, under the direction of 
na kumu hula William Ka-
hakuleilehua Haunu‘u 
“Sonny” Ching and Lopaka Ig-
arta-De Vera. 

In third place overall was 
Halau Kekuaokala‘au‘ala‘ili-

ahi of Wailuku, Maui, under 
the direction of na kumu hula 
Haunani and ‘Iliahi Parades, 
with 1172 points. 

The kane (men’s) overall 
winner was Ka Leo O Laka I 
Ka Hikina O Ka La of Hono-
lulu, under the direction of 
kumu hula Kaleo Trinidad.

Enterprise brings bang to Kauai United Way

LIHUE — Lynette Medrano-Stine 
of the Kauai United Way made 
sure she did not miss her appoint-
ment Friday afternoon. 

“We’re meeting at the station 
across from Hilo Hattie’s,” she 
said. “I’m glad you’re going to 
make it, too.” 

Medrano-Stine, KUW campaign 
development director, was met by 
Tim Takeshita, the Enterprise 

Rent A Car Kauai rental manager. 
He was also recently approved to 
become a member of the KUW 
board. 

“The Kauai team from Enter-
prise, Alamo and National Car 
Rental presented a check of 

$47,569 to the Kauai United Way’s 
2018 Annual Campaign,” Takeshita 
said.

“This contribution, done on be-
half of Enterprise Holdings

Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND 

John Burnett 
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD 

SEE ENTERPRISE, A5

LIHUE — The County of 
Kauai and the County Coun-
cil have begun the hiring 
process for a county audi-
tor, according to one appli-
cant, Mel Rapozo.

“As far as I know, they 
are going through the appli-
cation process right now,” 
Rapozo said, adding that he 
has thrown his hat in the 
race.

The former 
County Coun-
cil chair and 
mayoral can-
didate in 2018 
had little else 
to say about 
the possibil-
ity of getting 
selected for the job.

The job is not listed on 
the current employment 
opportunities section of the 
county website due to a 
February application dead-

line, but Councilmember 
Felicia Cowden did confirm 
the council went into exec-
utive (closed) session re-
garding the possibility of 
the county hiring an audi-
tor at their April 10 meet-
ing.

According to the coun-
ty’s website, the position of 
auditor was created to 
“provide better oversight 
on county spending and 
use of scarce county funds, 
enhance the checks and 

balances between the legis-
lative and administrative 
branches of county govern-
ment, and facilitate the con-
duct of the annual audit, 
operational and program 
audits, which provide cost 
and process improvements 
as well as conformity to 
government grant program 
reporting.”

The body’s agenda states  
the council went into exec-
utive session to discuss 
“the hiring of a county audi-

tor, including interviewing 
any candidates, and terms 
and conditions of employ-
ment.”

Cowden and several 
other councilmembers said 
they are unable to discuss 
the closed session due to 
legal constraints on any 
topic discussed during the 
closed session and whether 
or not Rapozo faces poten-
tial conflicts of interest if he 
were indeed chosen for the 
position.

County moves closer to selecting auditor
Ryan Collins
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Rapozo

HOLLYN JOHNSON/TRIBUNE-HERALD

Halau Ka Lei Mokihana o Leina‘ala performs at the 56th annual Merrie Monarch Festival during hula ‘auana (modern) hula night Saturday at Edith Kanaka‘ole 

Group misses out on wahine ‘auana title by just eight points
Oahu’s Hula Halau ‘O Kam-

uela took home the top hon-
ors. The halau, under the 
direction of na kumu hula 
Kau‘ionalani Kamana‘o and 
Kunewa Mook scored 1,190 
points in the combined wa-
hine hula kahiko (ancient 

hula) on Friday night and wa-
hine hula ‘auana on Saturday 
night. 

With the victory for the ha-
lau from Kalihi and 
Waimanalo comes the cov-
eted Lokalia Montgomery 
Perpetual Trophy. 

In second place, with 1,174 

points, was Halau Na Mamo 
‘O Pu‘uanahulu of Kapahulu, 
Oahu, under the direction of 
na kumu hula William Ka-
hakuleilehua Haunu‘u 
“Sonny” Ching and Lopaka Ig-
arta-De Vera. 

In third place overall was 
Halau Kekuaokala‘au‘ala‘ili-

ahi of Wailuku, Maui, under 
the direction of na kumu hula 
Haunani and ‘Iliahi Parades, 
with 1172 points. 

The kane (men’s) overall 
winner was Ka Leo O Laka I 
Ka Hikina O Ka La of Hono-
lulu, under the direction of 
kumu hula Kaleo Trinidad.

Enterprise brings bang to Kauai United Way
“We’re meeting at the station 

across from Hilo Hattie’s,” she 
said. “I’m glad you’re going to 
make it, too.” 

Medrano-Stine, KUW campaign 
development director, was met by 
Tim Takeshita, the Enterprise 

Rent A Car Kauai rental manager. 
He was also recently approved to 
become a member of the KUW 
board. 

“The Kauai team from Enter-
prise, Alamo and National Car 
Rental presented a check of 

$47,569 to the Kauai United Way’s 
2018 Annual Campaign,” Takeshita 
said.

“This contribution, done on be-
half of Enterprise Holdings

SEE ENTERPRISE, A5

The job is not listed on 
the current employment 
opportunities section of the 

line, but Councilmember 
Felicia Cowden did confirm 
the council went into exec-
utive (closed) session re-
garding the possibility of 
the county hiring an audi-
tor at their April 10 meet-
ing.

According to the coun-
ty’s website, the position of 
auditor was created to 
“provide better oversight 
on county spending and 

balances between the legis-
lative and administrative 
branches of county govern-
ment, and facilitate the con-
duct of the annual audit, 
operational and program 
audits, which provide cost 
and process improvements 
as well as conformity to 
government grant program 
reporting.”

The body’s agenda states  
the council went into exec-

tor, including interviewing 
any candidates, and terms 
and conditions of employ-
ment.”

Cowden and several 
other councilmembers said 
they are unable to discuss 
the closed session due to 
legal constraints on any 
topic discussed during the 
closed session and whether 
or not Rapozo faces poten-
tial conflicts of interest if he 

County moves closer to selecting auditor

Rapozo
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ruption. City Corporation Counsel 
Donna Leong went on leave in 
January and continues to collect 
her salary.

Former state Attorney General 
Michael Lilly expressed outrage 
that three of the city’s top law offi-
cers were allowed to go on paid 
leave while under criminal inves-
tigation. Lilly said he considers 
Leong and Kaneshiro his friends 
and that he was not expressing an 
opinion on the investigations 
against them.

“But how can they take leave 
with pay while under criminal in-
vestigation?” Lilly asked in an 

email to the Honolulu Star-Adver-
tiser. “They draw pay and accrue 
benefits without coming to work? 
I can’t believe that’s possible,” 
said Lilly, a member of the Hono-
lulu Ethics Commission. “I’m out-
raged that not only are they being 
paid but no one is asking the 
question — why? And that our 
taxes are being spent on employ-
ees who are entitled to stop com-
ing to work but continue to draw 
paychecks.”

Andrew Pereira, the city’s pub-
lic information officer, said the 

Source: Hawaiianairlines.com, southwest.com

*Lowest fares most days

 
 

APRIL* 
MAY* 

 Hawaiian Airlines 
$138 

$98 

 Southwest Airlines 
  

$98 

Round trip fares before and after 

Southwest enters the market on April 28. 

Prices are as of 2 p.m. Monday:
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Kaneshiro’s paid leave approved by his appointee

The decision to pay Honolulu 
Prosecuting Attorney Keith Kane-
shiro his full $170,712 annual sal-
ary and benefits while he is on 
leave during a federal corruption 
investigation was made by the 
man Kaneshiro appointed to re-
place him.

Kaneshiro selected Dwight Na-
damatsu to be acting prosecuting 
attorney, and then Nadamatsu ap-
proved Kaneshiro’s paid-leave 
status.

Kaneshiro placed himself on 

administrative leave Thursday, 
following calls for him to step 
aside while his office is being in-
vestigated for possible corrupt 
practices.

Kaneshiro is the third major 
law official involved in the investi-
gation to go on voluntary leave 
with pay, raising public questions 
about who decides when city em-
ployees can go on paid leave. Re-
tired Police Chief Louis Kealoha 
went on leave Dec. 20, 2016. Kea-
loha’s paid leave ended when he 
retired with a $250,000 settlement 
check. He has since been indicted 
and is awaiting trial on public cor-

STAR-ADVERTISER

Keith
Kaneshiro
———

By Gordon Y.K. Pang
gordonpang@staradvertiser.com

AIRLINES SOAR,
AIRFARES DROP

T
he interisland price war has begun.

Hawaiian Airlines dropped air-
fares Monday to as low as $98 for 
round-trip flights between Oahu 
and Maui starting in April as com-

petition from Southwest disrupts the in-
terisland market — at least temporarily.

While air prices vary daily — and 
sometimes hour by hour — Hawaiian 
was listing round-trip fares at $98 for 
most days in May as of Monday after-
noon, matching Southwest’s lowest price 
of $97.60. Southwest begins its interis-
land service at the end of April.

“This temporary fix of a price war is 
crazy,” said Lahaina resident Enoka Dela-
Cruz. “But is the availability really there? 
How long is it good for? Is it long term 
into the year 2020, or is it just for three 
months that we’re going to have this 
quick fix to allow the local residents of 
Hawaii to travel within the islands?”

DelaCruz said if the low prices con-
tinue, “then I would definitely be encour-
aged to travel more.”

No one knows how long the low fares 
will last, and consumers must be flexible 
to scoop up the deals, said Honolulu 

travel agent Sally Asao.
“This is the cheapest I’ve ever seen it 

in a long time. When fares drop like that, 
by the time you’re ready to book, they’re 
all gone. Maybe out of 150 seats, 30 are 
the lowest fare. It’s first come, first 
served,” she said. “It’s like if you book ho-
tel kamaaina rates, once they’re gone you 
have to pay the rack rate or the next 
available rate. Once Southwest brings 
their prices up, (Hawaiian is) going to 
bring their prices up, too.”

Southwest initially kicked off its Hawaii 
service with introductory fares — 

trans-Pacific flights for as little as $49 
each way and interisland sales from $29. 
Some sold out within minutes, and many 
were gone by the time Hawaii residents 
got word of the deals.

Southwest enters Hawaii with strong 
incentives for kamaaina travel: two free 
bags and no change fees for interisland 
flights. Hawaiian charges $17 each for the 
first and second bags and a $25 change 
fee plus the difference in fare.

Southwest’s isle debut is Sunday with 

This is the cheapest 
I’ve ever seen it in a 
long time. When 
fares drop like that, 
by the time you’re 
ready to book, 
they’re all gone. 
Maybe out of 150 
seats, 30 are the 
lowest fare. It’s first 
come, first served.”

Sally Asao
Honolulu travel agent

———

Hawaiian Airlines matching 
Southwest fares means lower 
prices for interisland flights
By Kristen Consillio
kconsillio@staradvertiser.com

JAMM AQUINO / SEPT. 17

Please see LEAVE, A3

Please see AIRFARES, A3

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KIP AOKI / KAOKI@STARADVERTISER.COM

Above left, Hawaiian Air-
lines B-717 aircraft taxi in 
the interisland section of 
Daniel K. Inouye Interna-
tional Airport. Hawaiian 
matched Southwest’s inter-
island prices. Southwest 
begins interisland service 
at the end of the April.

TILE    WAREHOUSE, INC.TILE    WAREHOUSE, INC.

2865 Koapaka Street
Honolulu, HI 96819
(808) 840-8855 tel
(808) 840-8858 fax

STONE TILE, STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN TILE, POOL TILE, LATICRETE MATERIALS, GLASS TILE, MOSAICS, AND MORE

views&voices
Our View A6
Your Letters A6

local
Kokua Line B2
Obituaries B6

business
Tech View B3
Local stocks B4

daily break
Comics B8-9
Television B10

sports
NBA C2
NFL C3

T
he interisland price war has begun.

Hawaiian Airlines dropped air-
fares Monday to as low as $98 for 
round-trip flights between Oahu 
and Maui starting in April as com-

petition from Southwest disrupts the in-
terisland market — at least temporarily.

While air prices vary daily — and 
sometimes hour by hour — Hawaiian 
was listing round-trip fares at $98 for 
most days in May as of Monday after-
noon, matching Southwest’s lowest price 
of $97.60. Southwest begins its interis-
land service at the end of April.

“This temporary fix of a price war is 
crazy,” said Lahaina resident Enoka Dela-
Cruz. “But is the availability really there? 
How long is it good for? Is it long term 
into the year 2020, or is it just for three 
months that we’re going to have this 
quick fix to allow the local residents of 
Hawaii to travel within the islands?”

DelaCruz said if the low prices con-
tinue, “then I would definitely be encour-
aged to travel more.”

No one knows how long the low fares 
will last, and consumers must be flexible 
to scoop up the deals, said Honolulu 

travel agent Sally Asao.
“This is the cheapest I’ve ever seen it 

in a long time. When fares drop like that, 
by the time you’re ready to book, they’re 
all gone. Maybe out of 150 seats, 30 are 
the lowest fare. It’s first come, first 
served,” she said. “It’s like if you book ho-
tel kamaaina rates, once they’re gone you 
have to pay the rack rate or the next 
available rate. Once Southwest brings 
their prices up, (Hawaiian is) going to 
bring their prices up, too.”

Southwest initially kicked off its Hawaii 
service with introductory fares — 

trans-Pacific flights for as little as $49 
each way and interisland sales from $29. 
Some sold out within minutes, and many 
were gone by the time Hawaii residents 
got word of the deals.

Southwest enters Hawaii with strong 
incentives for kamaaina travel: two free 
bags and no change fees for interisland 
flights. Hawaiian charges $17 each for the 
first and second bags and a $25 change 
fee plus the difference in fare.

Southwest’s isle debut is Sunday with 
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For nearly a century, Junior 
League of Honolulu has been 

training women, including 
president Tarah Kawal (left) 

and president-elect Rena 
Tomlinson, for leadership and 

nonprofi t roles. This week, the 
organization celebrates its 

milestone with a Luxe 
fundraising luncheon.

Oahu Reach*

HILO — Kilauea volcano erupt-
ed new fissures Friday inside 
Leilani Estates and produced the 
largest earthquake in Hawaii since 
1975, causing residents around the 
island to take cover.

Six fissures had opened by late 
Friday, with one sending lava onto 
Pohoiki Road, making it impass-
able. Two homes have been con-
firmed destroyed and hundreds of 

residents have been displaced.
The magnitude-6.9 quake 

occurred at 12:32 p.m. on the vol-
cano’s south flank and was one 
of several large temblors Friday 
that shook buildings and rattled 
nerves.

Some businesses and schools 
closed for the day, and 14,000 
Hawaii Electric Light Co. custom-
ers lost power for a few hours in 

KAILUA-KONA — It appears 
not even Pele herself can put 
the brakes on Hawaii’s booming 
tourism industry.

Volcanic activity in the Puna 
District ripped open the earth 
Thursday, sending lava spew-
ing from several newly formed 
fissures crisscrossing multi-
ple residential areas, which 
led Hawaii County to issue 

mandatory evacuation orders 
and Gov. David Ige to activate 
the Hawaii National Guard to 
help manage the situation.

As lava continued to flow, the 
destructive forces of nature sur-
rounding the restless Kilauea 
Volcano rounded out Friday 
morning with several earth-
quakes — including one that 
registered at a magnitude-6.9, 
the most powerful on Hawaii 
Island in 40 years.

Still, Ross Birch, executive 

director of the Island of Hawaii 
Visitors Bureau, said it was 
“business as usual” across 99 
percent of the island.

“A couple airlines are getting 
out in front of the game, basi-
cally offering up assistance if 

necessary, but all in all there’s 
very little tourism affected,” 
Birch said Friday afternoon.

There are no specific plans 
or programs in place, he added, 
but companies such as Alaska 
Airlines have reached out to 
offer their assistance should it 
be required. To this point, it 
hasn’t been.

“Really, the only tourism that 
would be affected is anyone that 
would be staying in that specific 
location,” Birch said.

No hotels are located on the 
swath of Southeastern Hawaii 
Island directly impacted by the 
lava flows and noxious gases 
that accompany them.

It’s likely there are some vaca-
tion rentals in the region, Birch 
said, but as there is no official 
county registry of such prop-
erties, the bureau is unaware 
of how many exist, where they 
might be located or if any guests 
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Lava spews from the ground in Puna, 
setting fire to trees and suspended lines 
alike. DEMIAN BARRIOS/PRIMARY FOCUS HAWAII
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Felt it out 
west, too

RESIDENTS TAKE TO 
SOCIAL MEDIA IN 

QUAKE’S WAKE
BY WEST HAWAII TODAY STAFF

KAILUA-KONA — Nearly 1,400 
people across Hawaii reported to the 
USGS they felt Friday afternoon’s 
magnitude-6.9 temblor, and many 
of them took to social media to share 
their experience.

West Hawaii, of course, was no 
exception.

“Well boys and girls, apparently 
that was a 6.9 earthquake,” wrote 
Fortune Otter of Ocean View. “All is 
well at my house, just rocking and 
rolling.”

From statements to photos to vid-
eos of windows rattling and items on 
the ground, social media lit up in the 
minutes after the temblor struck at 
12:32 p.m.

“EARTHQUAKE AGAIN!! Holy 
smokes! Now that one was scary,” 
wrote Kailua-Kona resident Kym 
Kiser.

Some shared witty remarks to 
lighten the situation.

“Earthquake knocked over my cof-
fee. Enough is enough,” wrote Wade 
Morales of Hilo.

The earthquake was the strongest 
in Hawaii since Nov. 29, 1975. That 
earthquake, a magnitude-7.2, struck 
in nearly the same place on Kilauea 
Volcano’s southern flank, causing a 
tsunami that killed two and resulted 
in more than $4.1 million in dam-
age, according to the U.S. Geological 
Survey.

SEE SHAKIN’ PAGE 8A

Tourism officials: Nothing to fear
LAVA, EARTHQUAKES SHOULDN’T SLOW VISITOR FLOW, OFFICIALS SAY

BY MAX DIBLE
WEST HAWAII TODAY

mdible@westhawaiitoday.com

SEE TOURISM PAGE 8A

“...all in all there’s very 
little tourism affected.”

ROSS BIRCH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ISLAND 

OF HAWAII VISITORS BUREAU

Keeping 
their cool

EVACUEES 
AT SHELTERS 
APPEAR CALM 
AMID CRISIS

BY MICHAEL BRESTOVANSKY
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD

HILO — Heather 
Fomenko’s escape from 
the volcanic eruption 
in Leilani Estates was 
strangely uneventful.

Fomenko’s daughter 
told her about an omi-
nous crack in a road 
not far from their home 

Alia Kai, left, helps her sister-in-law, Heather Foment, organize Fomenko’s possessions 
Friday at Pahoa Community Center after evacuating from Leilani Estates. HOLLYN JOHNSON/
TRIBUNE-HERALD SEE EVACUEES PAGE 6A

POWER OF PELE
LAVA FROM NEW FISSURES CLOSES POHOIKI 

ROAD; 6.9 TEMBLOR LARGEST IN 40 YEARS
BY TOM CALLIS

HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD

A fissure erupts Friday morning at Leilani Avenue 
and Kaupiili Street. USGS/COURTESY PHOTOSEE QUAKE PAGE 6A

No hotels are located on the 
swath of Southeastern Hawaii 
Island directly impacted by the 
lava flows and noxious gases 
that accompany them.

It’s likely there are some vaca-
tion rentals in the region, Birch 
said, but as there is no official 
county registry of such prop-
erties, the bureau is unaware 
of how many exist, where they 
might be located or if any guests 
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Keeping 
their cool

EVACUEES 
AT SHELTERS 
APPEAR CALM 
AMID CRISIS

BY MICHAEL BRESTOVANSKY
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HILO — Heather 
Fomenko’s escape from 
the volcanic eruption 
in Leilani Estates was 
strangely uneventful.

Fomenko’s daughter 
told her about an omi-
nous crack in a road 
not far from their home 

SEE 

POWER OF PELE

A fissure erupts Friday morning at Leilani Avenue 
USGS/COURTESY PHOTO

By NANCY COOK LAUER
West Hawaii Today

The County Council on 
Wednesday approved a three-
year, $320,000 software 
license that the administra-
tion said will fix the problem 
holding up the county’s $2.3 
million building permit sys-
tem as well as improve geo-
graphic information systems 
at the Civil Defense Agency, 
Mass Transit Agency and 
other county departments.

The upgraded software 
license, with Environmental 
Systems Research Institute, 
commonly 
called ESRI, 
will give the 
county the 
ability to run 
enhanced 
mapping tech-
nology for 
disaster recovery, roadways 
and Hele-On bus routes, 
in addition to hooking up 
with the building permit 

system being installed at the 
Department of Public Works.

It also will have an online 
platform the public will 
be able to access to create 
their own applications.

“This opens up the ability 
of the layperson county-
wide,” said county GIS 
analyst Erik Lash, because 
it includes tools and training 
for the average person.

The county already has 
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WHO: No screen time 
for babies; only 1 hour 
for kids younger than 5

By STEPHANIE SALMONS
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

To grow up healthy, keiki young-
er than 5 years old should have 
little to no sedentary screen time, 
more physical activity and get bet-
ter quality sleep, according to new 
guidelines released Wednesday by 
the World Health Organization.

This is the first-ever guidance 
the WHO has issued regarding how 
much screen time 
children younger 
than 5 should get.

Screen time, such 
as watching TV or 
videos or playing 
computer games, is 
not recommended for 
children younger than 2 years old 
and should be limited to one hour 
for children ages 2-4, although less 
is better, according to the WHO, the 
United Nations’ health agency.

Lauren Stuart, a pediatrician with 
Hawaii Island Family Health Center, 
located at Hilo Medical Center, said 
the number of children she sees using 
screens has increased dramatically.

“I rarely see a child in (the) clin-
ic without a screen,” she said. “… I 
started practicing 15-plus years ago. 
At that time, parents would pull out 
a book or toy and play with their 
child while they waited. Now I come, 
(and) parents are on the phone, and 
the kids are watching a video.”

Play,
move,
imagine

STUART

UNG

See SOFTWARE Page A5

See SCREEN TIME Page A4

Tribune-Herald staff

T he thousands who 
jammed Hilo’s 
Edith Kanaka‘ole 

Multi-Purpose Stadium 
on Wednesday night 
for the Merrie Monarch 
Festival Ho‘ike were 
treated to a rousing 
yet thought-provoking 
celebration of cultural 
traditions by four dance 
troupes whose origins 
span the Pacific Basin.

For the first time 
ever, traditional Korean 
folk dance was part of 
the free Wednesday 
evening program, which 

is a precursor to the 
three nights of com-
petition by 23 halau 
(schools) described 
as the “Olympics” or 
“Super Bowl” of hula.

The Hawai‘i Art and 
Culture Association 
of Korea, a Korean 
hula halau under the 
direction of Juyeong 
Kim, joined forces 
with two traditional 
Korean dance troupes 

See HO‘IKE Page A5

MORE INSIDE
• Schedule of Merrie Monarch 
Festival events. PAGE A4

Culture  tradition&
Ho‘ike features troupes with origins that span the Pacific

Photos by HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald

Hawai‘i Art and Culture Association of Korea.

Halau O Kekuhi.

Neal Tanaka, acting 
deputy Building 
Division chief, 
left, and Andrew 
Donovan, acting 
Building Division 
chief, work on a 
computer in the 
county Building 
Department at 
West Hawaii 
Civic Center.

LAURA RUMINSKI/
West Hawaii Today

Council approves software upgrade to fix building permit system

Final installment of the ‘Avengers’ saga 
opens in theaters nationwide today
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the number of children she sees using 
screens has increased dramatically.

“I rarely see a child in (the) clin-
ic without a screen,” she said. “… I 
started practicing 15-plus years ago. 
At that time, parents would pull out 
a book or toy and play with their 
child while they waited. Now I come, 
(and) parents are on the phone, and 
the kids are watching a video.”
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deputy Building 
Division chief, 
left, and Andrew 
Donovan, acting 
Building Division 
chief, work on a 
computer in the 
county Building 
Department at 
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Civic Center.
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Council approves software upgrade to fix building permit system 58%
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Star-Advertiser

Sunday Mon-Fri Avg. Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Star-Advertiser Print  106,535  93,512  96,537  77,550  97,049  97,098  98,164  -   

Star-Advertiser 
Digital Replica

 5,962  5,790  5,931  5,878  5,739  5,823  5,624  9,354 

Star-Advertiser 
Digital Non-Replica  32,532  36,359  36,248  36,595  36,272  37,108  35,731  41,286 

Total Star-Advertiser  145,030  135,662  138,715  120,023  139,059  140,029  139,519  50,641 

Affi liated Publications

MidWeek - Oahu  -    50,068  -    -    250,338  -    -    -   

MidWeek - Kauai  -    3,872  -    -    19,362  -    -    -   

MidWeek - Hawaii  -    8,055  -    -    40,273  -    -    -   

USA Today - Hawaii  -    2,055  2,030  2,012  2,026  2,025  2,182  -   

Total Affi liated 
Publications

 -    64,050  -    -    311,999  -    -    -   

Total Star-Advertiser 
and Affi liated 
Publications

 Sunday  Mon-Fri Avg.  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 145,030  191,570  140,745  132,035  451,058  142,054  141,701  50,641 

Neighbor Islands

The Garden Island   6,435  6,667  6,449  6,636  6,719  6,780  6,749  2,091 

Hawaii Tribune-Herald   10,946  9,580  9,810  9,714  9,366  9,375  9,636  - 

West Hawaii Today   5,729  4,716  4,780  4,691  4,644  4,643  4,832  - 

Total Neighbor Islands  23,110  20,963  21,039  21,041  20,729  20,798  21,208  2,091 

Grand Total Combined
Average Circulation

 Sunday  Mon-Fri  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 168,140  220,674  161,784  143,076  471,787  162,852  162,909  52,731 
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 OAHU
ABOUT

ABOUT OAHU
•  Oahu is the third largest Hawaiian island in size, 

but primarily defined by the state capital of Honolulu, 
the most populous city in Hawaii.

•  There are 769,689 adults on Oahu

•  50% are male, and 50% are female

•  31% are 18-34 years old, 31% are 35-54 years old and 
37% are 55 years old or older

•  43% of Oahu’s population is Asian, 21% is white, 
10% is Pacific Islander, 3% is another single race 
and 23% has 2 or more races.

•  53% of households are married-couple families

•  33% of households have children 17 or younger

•  62% of adults 25+ have some college education or higher

•  The median household income is $85,857

•  56% of households are owner-occupied

•  The median home value is $678,200

Source: U.S. Census – 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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State health officials are 
ramping up efforts to in-
crease COVID vaccination 
rates in Hawaii, a metric 
that policymakers say will 
increasingly factor into 
decisions about how soon 
Hawaii businesses and 
residents can get back to 
normal life. Most social 
gatherings are still limited 
to a maximum of 10 people, 
indoor organized sports are 
prohibited and restaurants, 
bars and retail outlets con-
tinue to struggle to survive 
amid capacity limits.

As residents head into 
Memorial Day weekend, the 

Department of Health has 
set up pop-up vaccination 
sites on Oahu, Hawaii is-
land, Kauai and Maui, add-
ing to the growing list of 
pharmacies, grocery stores, 

hospitals and clinics where 
people can get vaccinated. 
State health officials are 
also doing outreach in ZIP 
codes with low vaccination 
rates and recharging their 
media campaign.

“We are going to excite 
and engage people,” Health 
Director Dr. Libby Char said 
on Spotlight Hawaii. “We 
have a big campaign coming 
up that is starting this week-
end. … There is going to be 
a lot more (public service 
announcements) coming 
out. We have this enhanced 
media campaign. I think it’s 
going to be exciting.”

Char stopped short of 
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Baseball ’Bows 
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Travelers pack Honolulu airport

Hoku Dudoit got to Daniel K. 
Inouye International Airport 
on Friday well in advance of 

his Kona flight but was questioning 
whether he should have come 
sooner as he waited in a line that 
snaked all the way out to the airport 
curb.

Dudoit, who was traveling with 
his kids, 11-year-old Hiilei and 
9-year-old Laakea, said they got to 
the airport two hours early because 
he was expecting crowds of travel-
ers. It was the family’s first flight 
since the pandemic.

“It’s a little bit more crowded than 
the last time that we flew,” he said. 
“It takes more planning, too.”

More than 1.8 million people went 
through U.S. airports Thursday, and 
the daily number was widely ex-
pected to cross 2 million at least 
once over the long holiday weekend, 
which would be the highest mark 
since early March 2020.

Homeland Security Secretary Ale-
jandro Mayorkas warned people to 
expect long lines at airports and ap-
pealed for travelers to be patient.The 
rise in travel appears to be fueled by 
an increase in COVID-19 vaccinations 
as well as an improving economy.

Vacation destinations like Las Ve-
gas, Hawaii and Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
were among the top destinations for 
holiday revelers, according to AAA. 
Paula Twidale, a spokeswoman for 
the auto club and insurer, said the 
pickup in travel began in April as 
more Americans got vaccinated and 
the weather improved.

Hawaii Safe Travels, which re-
quires trans-Pacific travelers to take 
a COVID test to get out of a 10-day 

travel quarantine, is the nation’s 
strictest travel entry policy. The 
state offers a vaccination exemption 
only to interisland travelers who 
were vaccinated in Hawaii.

It’s thought that domestic travel-
ers could become less tolerant of Ha-
waii’s entry policies as travel opens 
up more widely elsewhere.

But the strict protocol didn’t seem 
to be much of a deterrent to travelers 
Friday. It also didn’t stop a group of 

By Allison Schaefers
aschaefers@staradvertiser.com

Higher vaccination rates 
hold key to reopening
By Sophie Cocke
scocke@staradvertiser.com

A Memorial Day boost opens 
the door to a strong summer 
for Hawaii’s visitor industry

Hawaiian Airlines’ employee 
volunteer group Team Kokua 
will help travelers departing 
from Daniel K. Inouye Interna-
tional Airport during the holiday 
weekend. Above, Irina Dela-
torre, left, helped Mayumi Kwok, 
who was traveling with family 
Friday to a wedding. At left, 
Manako Tanaka, left, and Mark 
Zender work out some details 
with traveler Hoku Dudoit.

PHOTOS BY CRAIG T. KOJIMA /
CKOJIMA@STARADVERTISER.COM

JAMM AQUINO / MAY 11

Offi cials are increasing efforts to vaccinate more people in Hawaii, which is key 
to deciding how soon life can get back to normal. Above, Papakolea resident Na-
thanne Arrisgado, left, receives her COVID-19 vaccination from Kaiser Perma-
nente nurse Robyn Nicol at a vaccination clinic at Papakolea Community Center.

>>  Cluster report highlights 
risk at training event. A10

>>  Hawaii’s latest corona-
virus case counts. B2

———

Please see TRAVELERS, A11
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Memorial Day weekend, the pharmacies, grocery stores, Please see VACCINE, A10nente nurse Robyn Nicol at a vaccination clinic at Papakolea Community Center.
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Scratch Card Savings Coupon 

MidWeek O‘ahu | April 14, 2021
HAWAI‘I’S FAVORITE NEWSPAPER  |  Postal Customer 

Vol. 37, No. 40 | Lawrence Tabudlo photo
ltabudlo@midweek.com

A N  E D I T I O N  O F 

If anyone knows how to care for locals, the islands and 
their visitors, it’s John De Fries, who is thriving as president 

and CEO of Hawai‘i Tourism Authority.

staradvertiser.com

Mobile

Print Replica e-Edition

Tablet
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 STAR-ADVERTISER READERSHIP
REACH

STARADVERTISER.COM

30 DAYS

232,313 30%

DAILY 
STAR-ADVERTISER

AVERAGE ISSUE

TOTAL
STAR-ADVERTISER 

5 DAILIES, 1 SUNDAY 
AND 30 DAYS ONLINE

261,90434%

SUNDAY 
STAR-ADVERTISER

AVERAGE ISSUE

283,21530%471,531 62%

A week in print and a month online with the Star-Advertiser 
reaches 62% of Oahu adults.

Source: 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough. Base is 766,704 total Oahu Adults.
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 DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS
REACH

Source: 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough. Base is 766,709 total Oahu Adults.
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 HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

HONOLULU 
STAR-ADVERTISER
staradvertiser.com

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser is read by 
nearly 7 out of 10 Oahu adults each week.    

•  Hawaii’s largest newspaper, and Oahu’s only daily 
newspaper  – publishes 7 days a week

•  Honolulu Star-Bulletin (est. 1882) and The Honolulu 
Advertiser (est. 1856) merged to launch Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser in June 2010

•  Award-winning journalism covering local, state, national 
and world news for Oahu and neighbor islands

•  State of Hawaii’s largest news and advertising operation

•  2018 Mega-Innovation Award winner

•  Nation’s 9th largest daily newspaper with 220,674 copies 
distributed per day

WEEKLY READERSHIP

400,032
WEEKLY READERSHIP 
+ 7 DAYS ONLINE

445,788
WEEKLY READERSHIP 
+ 30 DAYS ONLINE

471,531

DAILY OAHU READERSHIP

261,904
SUNDAY OAHU READERSHIP

283,215

DAILY CIRCULATION

93,512
SUNDAY CIRCULATION

106,535

34% 52%

37%
58%

62%

Source: 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough. Base is 766,709 total Oahu Adults.

The Star-Advertiser analyzes 
this year’s draft picks
SPORTS / C4 Reaching 325,516 readers on Sunday – HAWAII STRONG

                              S U N D AY  5 / 2 / 2 1  $3 Oahu, $3.25 neighbor islands

T H E  P U L S E  O F  PA R A D I S E  >> S TA R A D V E R T I S E R . C O M

                              S U N D AY  5 / 2 / 2 1                              S U N D AY  5 / 2 / 2 1

local&business
Kokua Line B1
Obituaries B4-6

538-NEWS 
CALL TO SUBSCRIBE

Our 140th year, No. 91 

sports
UH volleyball C1
Horse racing C1

detours&travel
Island Mele D1
Travel Log D8

insight
Our View E2
Your Letters E2

124.50$

The thing about dream 
homes is they require 
assembly.

With parts from Asia and 
across the mainland that still 
needed to be pieced together 
here, University of Hawaii 
athletic director David Matlin 
expressed confidence that 
work will be completed by 
mid-to-late August for Divi-
sion I football games to be 
played on the Manoa cam-
pus this coming season.

“For what we need to get 
done for the ’21 edition of 
the Rainbow Warriors, we 
are tracking on schedule 
right now,” Matlin said.

He also said statewide 
conditions are trending to-
ward allowing about 9,000 
fans to attend home games.

“That’s part of the reason 
we moved, so we could have 
fans,” Matlin said, referenc-
ing a decision to relocate 
home games from Aloha 
Stadium to the Clarence T.C. 
Ching Athletics Complex on 
the lower Manoa campus. 
“I’m optimistic there will be 
fans for our sports in the 
fall.

“That being said, we’re 
going to have to follow City 
& County guidelines and 
where we are at the time 
with COVID-19. Obviously 
that’s what we’re planning 
for. I think we’re heading in a 
positive direction with the 
vaccine for fans in the 
stands this fall.”

In December, Aloha Sta-
dium officials announced 
they no longer would book 
events with spectators 

UH campus 
facility will 
be ready 
for football 
in August
By Stephen Tsai
stsai@staradvertiser.com

KILAUEA ERUPTION: 3 YEARS LATER

A chance 
closure

Libbie Kaahu-Evans, 
left, and Dolores 
Nakamoto, once 
neighbors in Leilani 
Estates before aban-
doning their homes 
to the May 2018 erup-
tion, now share a 
rental in Hawaiian 
Paradise Park, where 
they chatted in the 
carport Thursday. 
Below, Leilani Estates 
resident Robert 
Golden, 77, scanned 
the bleak lavascape 
surrounding the 
still-smoldering Fis-
sure 8, now offi cially 
renamed Ahu‘aila‘au.

An $83.8 million 
buyout program 
could be a new 
start for residents 
who lost their 
homes in the 
historic 2018 
Kilauea eruption

PAHOA, HAWAII ISLAND >>

T
hree years after magma from 
Kilauea Volcano burst through 
the ground in Leilani Estates, 
signaling the start of the his-

toric 2018 eruption, the sights, smells 
and sounds of the disaster are still 
vivid to those most impacted by it.

Standing outside his former home 
on Moku Street, Howard Konanui, 66, 
recalled rushing to his back patio af-
ter hearing the civil defense sirens 
late in the day on May 3, 2018.

“The sky was red and the rumbling 
was so intensive, it was like a 747 right 

in my backyard or bulldoz-
ers. And you could feel 

the vibration from all 
the things that were 
happening. It was 

just indescribable,” he said.
Julie Leialoha, 59, who lived on the 

lower end of Leilani Avenue with her 
disabled mother, was sitting at her 
home office desk when “all of a sud-
den I smelled this really strong sulfur 
smell. I went, ‘Oh, no, here we go.’ I 
jumped into my car to take a look and 
barely turned the corner onto Kaupili 
Street and there it was.”

The first of 24 fissures to break open 
during the 107-day eruption was oozing 
lava “and the rumbling got louder and 
louder,” she said. “It was pretty quick. 
By the time I went back down the road 
to get home it had started to fountain.”

The losses from the largest Lower 
East Rift Zone eruption and caldera 
collapse in at least 200 years are also 
sharply felt today by those caught in 
its fury. Roughly 3,000 people were 

RONIT FAHL / SPECIAL TO THE STAR-ADVERTISER

By Christie Wilson
cwilson@staradvertiser.com

Please see KILAUEA ERUPTION, A8

Please see FIELD, A13

CHRISTIE WILSON / CWILSON@STARADVERTISER.COM

Available to eligible people.
By appointment only.

No walk-ins.

Check eligibility and 
schedule an appointment.

www.cvs.com

COVID-19
Vaccine and Testing

See your doctor  
virtually anywhere.
Receive quality care and manage your health through  
convenient telehealth visits. It’s one more way  
we’re reimagining health care.  

Learn more at HawaiiPacificHealth.org/Telehealth.

•  Nation’s 9th largest daily newspaper with 220,674 copies 
distributed per day

fans for our sports in the 
fall.

“That being said, we’re 
going to have to follow City 
& County guidelines and 
where we are at the time 
with COVID-19. Obviously 
that’s what we’re planning 
for. I think we’re heading in a 
positive direction with the 
vaccine for fans in the 
stands this fall.”

In December, Aloha Sta-
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 STARADVERTISER.COM
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER
MOBILE APP

•  Most comprehensive and diverse array of digital products 
in the State of Hawaii.

PAGE VIEWS

25,470,606
UNIQUE VISITORS

2,648,375

SCREEN VIEWS

9,307,172
UNIQUE DEVICES

52,200

FACEBOOK LIKES

410,091
TWITTER FOLLOWERS

82,300

DOWNLOADS

159,808

Google Analytics, December 2021

*Total includes Twitter followers 
from four accounts:
Star-Advertiser (@staradvertiser)
Star-Advertiser Features (@staradvfeatures)
Star-Advertiser Business (@staradvbiz)
Star-Advertiser Politics (@starpolitics)

•  Most comprehensive and diverse array of digital products 
in the State of Hawaii.

PAGE VIEWS

25,470,606
UNIQUE VISITORS

2,648,375

A week in print and a month online with the Star-Advertiser 
reaches nearly 7 out of 10 Oahu adults.
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 OAHU COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

Kahuku
96731

Laie
96762

Hauula
96717

Kaaawa
96730

Kaneohe
96744

Haleiwa
96712

Wahiawa
96786

Punchbowl
96813

Waialua
96791

Waianae
96792 Kunia

96759
Mililani
96789

Kapolei
96707

Waipahu
96797

Pearl City
96782

Ewa Beach
96706

Kailua
96734

Waimanalo
96795

Hawaii Kai
96825

Aina Haina /
Kahala
96821

Kalihi
96819

Salt Lake
96818

Ala Moana
96814

Moiliili /
University
96826 Waikiki

96815

Kaimuki /
Waialae
96816

Nuuanu
96817

Manoa /
Makiki
96822

Aiea
96701

MIDWEEK
midweek.com

•  Weekly community newspaper on Oahu – 
publishes every Wednesday

•  MidWeek Oahu est. 1984. 

•  Mailed by zip code to virtually 
every household on Oahu

•  Delivered by U.S. Postal Service 
via 2nd class mail

MidWeek Oahu is direct-mailed via 
2nd class mail to 250,338 residences.    

Source: 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough. Base is 766,709 total Oahu Adults.

DISTRIBUTION

250,338
MONTHLY

297,838 39%

Must present this ad at time of estimate. *Minimum of 10 windows, 1,000 UI - Ali‘i Extreme line 
by ANLIN Windows. Manufacturers direct discounts. Cannot be combined with other promotions. 

No signed sales or cancels prior to 4/28/21. Expires 4/30/21.

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
671-0808

trustwindowshawaii.com
            91-314 Komohana St. Kapolei, HI 96707  Lic# C-30910Better 

Business 
Bureau 

Accredited

BEST

WINDOW 
COMPANY

Mario Garcia
General Manager

8 YEARS IN A ROW,

7 YEARS AS #1

2013

Must present this ad at time of estimate. *Minimum of 10 windows, 1,000 UI - Ali‘i Extreme line 
by ANLIN Windows. Manufacturers direct discounts. Cannot be combined with other promotions. 

COMPANY

202013

UP TO 50% OFF
Ali‘i Extreme Windows

7 YEARS AS #1

Regular discount 25% OFF  + Up to
an additional 25% OFF with our
Scratch Card Savings Coupon 

MidWeek O‘ahu | April 28, 2021
HAWAI‘I’S FAVORITE NEWSPAPER  |  Postal Customer 

Vol. 37, No. 42 | Photo courtesy Noah Kalina, DVEIGHT Magazine

A N  E D I T I O N  O F 

The work of fashion show extraordinaire Lynne O’Neill is 
causing ripples of excitement among her UH Mānoa 

students, who are ready to unveil their virtual showcase.
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 OAHU COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

WINDWARD 
OAHU

CENTRAL OAHU

LEEWARD OAHU

EAST OAHU

WEST 
OAHU

30,924
HOMES

VOICE
Zone Publications Inserted Into Midweek Oahu

•  Weekly community newspaper on Oahu – 
publishes every Wednesday

•  Mailed by zip code to virtually every household on Oahu

•  Delivered by U.S. Postal Service via 2nd class mail

EAST OAHU

73% 97%
25,784
HOMES

91%

89%
30,925

22,063

HOMES

HOMES

Source: 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough. Base is 766,709 total Oahu Adults.

97%

50,394
HOMES

Must present this ad at time of estimate. *Minimum of 10 windows, 1,000 UI - Ali‘i Extreme line 
by ANLIN Windows. Manufacturers direct discounts. Cannot be combined with other promotions. 

No signed sales or cancels prior to 5/5/21. Expires 5/11/21.

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
671-0808

trustwindowshawaii.com
            91-314 Komohana St. Kapolei, HI 96707  Lic# C-30910Better 

Business 
Bureau 

Accredited

BEST

WINDOW 
COMPANY

Mario Garcia
General Manager

8 YEARS IN A ROW,

7 YEARS AS #1

2013

Must present this ad at time of estimate. *Minimum of 10 windows, 1,000 UI - Ali‘i Extreme line 
by ANLIN Windows. Manufacturers direct discounts. Cannot be combined with other promotions. 

COMPANY

202013

35% OFF
Ali‘i Extreme Windows

$1,250 Value!
Plus a FREE Security Door

7 YEARS AS #1

MidWeek O‘ahu | May 5, 2021
HAWAI‘I’S FAVORITE NEWSPAPER  |  Postal Customer 

Vol. 37, No. 43 | Lawrence Tabudlo photo
ltabudlo@midweek.com

A N  E D I T I O N  O F 

Each day, and especially during Nurses Week, 
Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i honors its brave frontline 

health care workers such as Kimberly Gibu, Corrina Ibanez 
and Dionicia Lagapa, who have led the organization’s 

expansive COVID vaccination eff orts throughout the state.

Must present this ad at time of estimate. *Minimum of 10 windows, 1,000 UI - Ali‘i Extreme line 
by ANLIN Windows. Manufacturers direct discounts. Cannot be combined with other promotions. 

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
671-0808

trustwindowshawaii.com
            91-314 Komohana St. Kapolei, HI 96707              91-314 Komohana St. Kapolei, HI 96707  Lic# C-30910Better 

Business 
Bureau 

Accredited

35% OFF
Ali‘i Extreme Windows

Plus a FREE Security Door

ltabudlo@midweek.com

A N  E D I T I O N  O F 

Each day, and especially during Nurses Week, 
Kaiser Permanente Hawai‘i honors its brave frontline 

health care workers such as Kimberly Gibu, Corrina Ibanez 
and Dionicia Lagapa, who have led the organization’s 

expansive COVID vaccination eff orts throughout the state.

F O R  T H E  W E E K  O F  M A Y  5 ,  2 0 2 1

SEE PAGE 3

B Y  D O N  R O B B I N S

Waipi‘o Owner Rides 
‘Wave’ Of Success

E ver since the age of 16, Waipiʻo resi-
dent Wes Chun has been involved in 
the construction industry off-and-on 

until he hit 24, and then decided to take on the 
challenge as a career.

The now-50-year-old Chun explains, 
“This type of work found me over and over. 
I thought I was going into food service, but 
once I was told ‘you look happiest doing con-
struction.’ I’ve always had the entrepreneurial 
spirit for as long as I can remember.”

As a result of that passion for his chosen 
fi eld of work, Chun founded his business, 
Wave Builders LLC, which has been going 
strong for the past fi ve years. It is located at 
94-459 Ūkeʻe St. in Waipiʻo, serving all of 
Hawai‘i but primarily O‘ahu. 

Chun says that he and four of the current 
staff members worked together at various oth-
er companies for more than 15 years. They 
did custom and tract homes, rental property 
improvements, hotel renovations and retail 
store construction. Due to constant urging 
from his co-workers, Chun fi nally decided to 

A N  E D I T I O N  O F A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F

BIG PLANS
Waipi‘o’s Lila Youn Cheng 
joins Honolulu-based 
architecture � rm.
SEE PAGE 2

Members of Waipi‘o-based company Wave Builders LLC have been serving 
clients for fi ve years. PHOTO COURTESY WAVE BUILDERS LLC

DEDIC ATED DOC TOR
Kaiser honors 

Dr. Marcus Iwane with 
volunteer award.

SEE PAGE 4
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 KAUA‘I
ABOUT

Our Emergency  
Department is open  
and here for you.

We remain open as we renovate to serve you better 
with all private rooms, two trauma resuscitation suites 
and new space for specialty care. You are why we’re 
reimagining health care. 

WilcoxHealth.org/Emergency

Voted #1 
in ALL 

of Hawaii LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

4251 Hanahao Pl., Lihue, HI 96766
808-652-7357  •  RISINGSUNSOLAR.COM

Electrical Contractors License C 28184

thegardenisland.com

MONDAY
May 31, 2021

SPORTS • B1

YOUTH 
TOUCH 

FOOTBALL 
RESUMES

75¢
Serving Kaua‘i 

and Ni‘ihau since 1902

TO SUBSCRIBE CALL
245-0433
thegardenisland.com

245-0433
CALL TO SUBSCRIBE

thegardenisland.com
———

Volume 119 Number 151

KAUA‘I COVID-19 COUNT

1 359 362
Source: kauai.gov/COVID-19

1 in isolation
0 in hospital

2 fatalities

ACTIVE 
CASES

RECOVERED/
RETURNED HOME

CONFIRMED
CASES

SPONSORED BY

Remember
our heroes

LIHU‘E — The state De-
partment of Health Kaua‘i 
District Health Office re-
ported one new case of 
COVID-19 on Sunday.

Sunday’s case is an adult 
visitor whose source of infec-
tion is considered mainland 
travel. However, since the in-
dividual’s positive test result 
was received after they had 
already departed Kaua‘i, Sun-
day’s case is not counted as 
an active Kaua‘i case.

The sole active case is in 
isolation, and close contacts 
are being identified, offered 
testing and directed to quar-
antine. Investigations are on-
going.

Sunday’s case brings the 
number of active cases to 
one, with 362 cumulative 
cases. Kaua‘i’s cumulative 
case count includes 320 con-
firmed locally, three proba-
ble, and 39 positive cases 
diagnosed elsewhere, as they 
received their pre-travel test 
results after arriving on is-
land.

Free testing at the Kaua‘i 
War Memorial Convention 
Hall in Lihu‘e available week-
days except holidays from 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Testing is also available 
through primary-care physi-
cians, hospitals and ur-
gent-care clinic. Contact 
those providers directly for 
more information.

If you have symptoms or 
are feeling sick, you should 
isolate yourself immediately, 
stay away from household 
members and not go out — 
including to work or school 
— unless you are seeking 
testing or getting health care. 
Those who have been vacci-
nated should still be tested if 
they believe they may have 
been exposed or if they feel 
sick.

Residents aged 18 and 
older are eligible for any vac-
cine available at pharmacy, 
hospital and clinic locations. 
The Pfizer vaccine has been 
authorized for use in those 
12 years of age and older, 
and appointments are avail-
able at Kaua‘i hospitals and 
pharmacies for this age 
group.

Vaccination is free and 
widely available on the is-
land, including on weekends 
and evenings. For details, 
visit kauai.gov/vaccine. 

1 new case 
of COVID-19 
on Sunday
THE GARDEN ISLAND

LIHU‘E — The latest legislative 
season in Hawai‘i was wrought with 
changes as the state adjusted to 
COVID-19 emergency rules.

Much of the activity moved to an 
online platform, which provided 
some challenges — especially in ar-
eas like public engagement, accord-
ing to the Kaua‘i legislative 

delegation.
The four legisla-

tors: state Senate 
President Ronald 
Kouchi and state 
Reps. Nadine Na-
kamura, James 
Tokioka and Dee 
Morikawa, recently 
addressed the Lihu‘e Business Asso-
ciation members in a virtual meet-
ing, during which they covered 
topics like unemployment, public 
transparency and the Hawai‘i Tour-
ism Authority.

“What best describes our legisla-
tive work this year is: ‘finding a new 

normal,’” Morikawa 
said. She again served 
as the House Majority 
Floor Leader, and was 
on the committees of 
consumer protection, 
water, land, correc-
tions, military and 
veterans, and the dis-
abled management.

Morikawa said challenges at the 
state Capitol included the need for 
internet infrastructure that would 
ensure uninterrupted participation 
in hearings. And it turned out to be 
good for engagement in some ways, 
she said.

“What stood out for me was the 
ability for people to testify through a 
remote process, which showed me 
that those who never traveled to the 
Capitol were now able to get in-
volved with face-to-face discus-
sions,” Morikawa said.

“This is something we must con-
tinue even when the Capitol is open. 
Because it’s especially beneficial for 
neighbor-island residents.

Nakamura said one of the biggest 
accomplishments this past session 
was trying to balance the budget 
with a revenue shortfall.

MONEY RESTORED FOR JOBLESS BENEFITS

Stephanie Shinno
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Kouchi: Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority funding
‘a work in progress’

LIHU‘E — The fence line 
at the Kaua‘i Veterans Cen-
ter on Veterans Memorial 

Highway 
was alive 
with color 
from the 
American 
flags 
dancing in 
the trade 

winds Sunday, beckoning 
motorists’ attention to the 
message created with white 
plastic cups stuck in the 
chain link fencing — “Honor 
and Remember.”

“We can’t do it Sunday 
because we’re helping with 
the fundraising Memorial 
Day golf with the Kaua‘i Vet-
erans Council,” said Mary 
Lardizabal, Scoutmaster for 
Scouts of America Troop 
168 and Cub Pack 168, spon-
sored by Immaculate Con-
ception Church.

“We cleaned up the 

Kaua‘i Veterans Center a 
few weeks ago, and the 
troop made 4,000 flowers 
that we’ll be placing at 

graves at the Immaculate 
Conception Church, the 
Kaua‘i Memorial Gardens, 
the Lihu‘e Cemetery, and if 

we have extra, the Kalapaki 
cemetery near Kaua‘i High 
School.”

The flowers were created 

by the troop’s scouts, par-
ents and friends in the 

‘Honor and Remember’

Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Groups collaborate 
to place lei, flowers, 
flags on graves

LIHU‘E — The Kaua‘i Po-
lice Department recognized 
two Officers of the Month 
during May’s Police Com-
mission meeting held via 
teleconference last week.

Administrative and Tech-
nical Bureau officer Bobilee 
K. Silva was recognized as 
April’s Officer of the Month. 
She has been serving as an 
officer in charge of the 
COVID-19 special operation 

at the Lihu‘e 
Airport trav-
eler quaran-
tine 
screening 
checkpoint 
since May 
2020. She is 
responsible 
for a number of duties, in-
cluding managing the oper-
ation at the airport and 
assisting with the screening 
of thousands of visitors and 
essential workers arriving 
weekly through interisland 
and trans-Pacific flights.

“Through her dedicated 
efforts, the overall safety 

and effective-
ness of this 
dynamic op-
eration, and 
the related 
quarantine 
compliance 
checks con-
ducted is-
land-wide, are a reason why 
we have such a low corona-
virus rate in the state, and 
why our frontline person-
nel have not sustained any 
injuries or coronavirus ex-
posures,” said ATB Lt. An-
thony Morita.

“She displays excellent 
communication, customer 

service, organization and 
teamwork skills. She truly 
upholds our department’s 
mission of having integrity, 
being professional, and 
treating everyone with dig-
nity and respect,” said Mor-
ita.

Patrol Services Bureau 
officer Johnathan Anderson 
was recognized as May’s 
Officer of the Month. While 
off-duty, he was instrumen-
tal in apprehending a 
wanted fugitive with war-
rants totaling more than 
$161,500.

Anderson was enjoying a 
day off last month when he 

located and apprehended 
the suspect. He was walk-
ing along the Kapa�a coastal 
path when he observed the 
suspect hiding in the 
bushes. Because of his 
thoughtful and swift action, 
Anderson was able to take 
the suspect into custody 
without incident and subse-
quently notify on-duty per-
sonnel.

“Officer Anderson’s 
honor, courage and com-
mitment to the core values 
of the Kaua‘i Police Depart-
ment and to the community 

KPD’s Silva, Anderson honored

THE GARDEN ISLAND

Pair are officers
of the month

Morikawa Nakamura

SEE BENEFITS, A5
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Longtime Cubmaster for Cub Scout Pack 168 Kathleen Langtad watches Saturday as Cub Scout Atlas Lester 
places a fl ower on a grave at Immaculate Conception Church in Kapaia, which sponsors the pack.

SEE REMEMBER, A5

Silva Anderson

SEE HONORED, A5

•••
INSIDE
National 
celebrations, 
A3

ABOUT KAUA‘I
•  There are 56,575 adults on Kaua`i

•  50% are male, and 50% are female

•  25% are 18-34 years old, 32% are 35-54 years old 
and 43% are 55 years old or older

•  33% of Kauai’s population is Asian, 32% is white, 
9% is Pacific Islander, 2% is another single race 
and 24% has 2 or more races.

•  53% of households are married-couple families

•  30% of households have children 17 or younger

•  66% of adults 25+ have some college education or higher

•  The median household income is $83,554

•  63% of households are owner-occupied

•  The median home value is $570,700

Source: U.S. Census – 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

The state auditor released
a scathing report Wednes-
day slamming the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
Airports Division for a “pat-
tern of recurring violations
and questionable practices”
as it moved forward on a 12-

year, $1.7 billion overhaul of
Honolulu Airport.

According to the report,
state airport officials repeat-
edly removed themselves
from major contract deci-
sions and negotiations on
the modernization project,

which broke ground earlier
this month. They inappro-
priately handed the bulk of
that responsibility to an out-
side manager, California-
based Parsons
Transportation Group Inc., it
added.

Parsons, in turn, charged
the state the highest possi-
ble rate for labor, billed the
state for more than $1.2 mil-
lion in questionable con-
tract work, enjoyed rent-free
office space at a state-owned

building near the airport
and was reimbursed
$570,000 for its renovations
of that building — a clear vi-
olation of its contract, the
audit found. Under the con-
tract’s terms, the state could
not examine the calculations
Parsons used to charge its
labor rate, the report stated.

“This pattern of impropri-
ety — in some cases persist-
ing for several years —
demonstrates Airports’
overreliance on contractors,

outsourcing significant deci-
sion-making responsibilities
to them while excessively
accommodating their
needs,” the report added.

Parsons Transportation
Group is not affiliated with
Parsons Brinckerhoff, the
New York-based firm con-
tracted to help build Hono -
lulu’s rail transit project.

The state audit covered
fiscal years 2009 and 2010,
when the Airports Division
was responsible for about

$266 million in procure-
ments. 

Brian Sekiguchi, former
state deputy director for air-
ports, and former Trans-
portation Director Brennon
Morioka oversaw the 12-
year, $1.7 billion airport
face-lift at the time of the au-
dit.

Sekiguchi resigned from
the department in August
2010, about a month after

Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

The state auditor released
a scathing report Wednes-
day slamming the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
Airports Division for a “pat-
tern of recurring violations
and questionable practices”
as it moved forward on a 12-
year, $1.7 billion overhaul of
Honolulu Airport.

According to the report,
state airport officials repeat-
edly removed themselves
from major contract deci-
sions and negotiations on
the modernization project,
which broke ground earlier
this month. They inappro-
priately handed the bulk of
that responsibility to an out-
side manager, California-
based Parsons
Transportation Group Inc., it
added.

Parsons, in turn, charged
the state the highest possi-
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The state auditor released
a scathing report Wednes-
day slamming the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
Airports Division for a “pat-
tern of recurring violations
and questionable practices”
as it moved forward on a 12-
year, $1.7 billion overhaul of
Honolulu Airport.

According to the report,
state airport officials repeat-
edly removed themselves
from major contract deci-
sions and negotiations on
the modernization project,
which broke ground earlier
this month. They inappro-
priately handed the bulk of
that responsibility to an out-
side manager, California-
based Parsons
Transportation Group Inc., it
added.

Parsons, in turn, charged
the state the highest possi-
ble rate for labor, billed the
state for more than $1.2 mil-
lion in questionable con-
tract work, enjoyed rent-free
office space at a state-owned
building near the airport
and was reimbursed
$570,000 for its renovations
of that building — a clear vi-
olation of its contract, the
audit found. Under the con-
tract’s terms, the state could
not examine the calculations

‘Listen to your heart’ Kauai
secures
$52M
capital
project
This is the readout
sentence that goes 
or this on story on
this page

This is the
explanation sentence
that goes for this
story on

This is the exon sentence that goes 
for this story on the cover of the paper

Leo Azambuja
THE GARDEN ISLAND
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Doctors OK Broncos’ Peyton
Manning to play next year
SPORTS C1

Elton John’s after-Oscar party raises
$5.1 million for AIDS research
PAU HANA C3
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KAUA‘I COVID-19 COUNT

25 405 432
Source: kauai.gov/COVID-19

24 in isolation
1 in hospital

2 fatalities

ACTIVE 
CASES

RECOVERED/
RETURNED HOME

CONFIRMED
CASES

SPONSORED BY

LIHU‘E — The state De-
partment of Health Kaua‘i 
District Health Office re-
ported three new cases of 
COVID-19 on Saturday.

Saturday’s cases are all 
adult residents whose 
sources of infection are 
considered community-ac-
quired. All active cases are 
in isolation, and close con-
tacts are being identified, 
offered testing, and di-
rected to quarantine. Inves-
tigations are ongoing.

“As we are seeing cases 
islandwide, it is more im-
portant now than ever to 
get vaccinated,” said Dr. 
Janet Berreman, district 
health officer. “Vaccination 
is our strongest tool for 
controlling community 
spread. If you haven’t been 
vaccinated, please con-
sider doing so today.”

In response to the num-
ber of cases, free testing at 
the Kaua‘i War Memorial 
Convention Hall is open 
Monday from 8 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Free testing is regu-
larly open at the conven-
tion hall weekdays from 8 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Testing is also available 
through primary-care phy-
sicians, hospitals and ur-
gent-care clinics. Contact 
those providers directly for 
more information.

For more details, visit 
kauai.gov/covidtest.

Saturday’s cases bring 
the number of active cases 
to 25, with one hospital-
ized, and 432 cumulative 
cases. 

Kaua‘i’s cumulative case 
count includes 388 con-
firmed locally, three proba-
ble, and 41 positive cases 
diagnosed elsewhere, as 
they received their pre-
travel test results after ar-
riving on island.

For more information on 
the county’s COVID-19 re-
sponse, visit www.kauai.
gov/COVID-19.

3 new 
cases of 
COVID
THE GARDEN ISLAND

LIHU‘E — As rental-car prices 
soar and availability is scarce this 
summer on Kaua‘i, “the largest car-
rental company in the U.S. and the 
parent company of the Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car, National Car Rental, and 
Alamo Rent A Car,” according to 
Forbes, have begun to add vehicles 
back into its fleet.

Enterprise Holdings, like the rest 
of the industry, is seeing increased 
demand for vehicles for travel 
across all areas of the nation.

“We anticipate this strong de-

mand will continue throughout the 
summer,” said Lisa Martini of Enter-
prise Holdings.

“In addition to increased overall 
demand, other trends we are seeing 
are increases in the length of rent-
als and demand for specialty vehi-
cles such as vans, pickup trucks, 
convertibles and large SUVs.

Martini said Enterprise Holdings 
took a very-thoughtful approach to 
its fleet strategy throughout the 
pandemic.

“While we reduced the number of 
vehicles in our fleet in spring 2020 
when travel came to a virtual stand-
still, we did that thoughtfully to 
support ongoing transportation 
needs,” Martini said. “As demand 
started to return early last summer, 
we began adding vehicles back into 
our fleet and making commitments 

for new-vehicle purchases from our 
manufacturing partners so that we 
could refresh our fleet as we nor-
mally would, and also to meet the 
demand as it returned.”

However, Enterprise Holdings is 
still below pre-pandemic fleet lev-
els. Yet Martini said its fleet is not 
down significantly.

“Our relationships with manufac-
turing partners remain strong, and 
our teams are working hard to se-
cure additional vehicles — both 
new and low-mileage used vehicles 
— through all channels,” Martini 
said. “Our teams will continue to 
work hard to meet the increasing 
travel demand and support custom-
ers’ broader transportation needs.”

Enterprise Holdings encourages 
visitors to reserve vehicles as early 
as possible.

“Providing flexible travel dates 
and branch pick-up locations in 
your search may also help increase 
your options,” Martini said. “In fact, 
enterprise.com has added a feature 
that helps to redirect customers to 
other nearby locations — if avail-
able — during the online reserva-
tion process when they are booking 
if their selected location is showing 
no vehicle availability.”

Additionally, when it comes to 
rental-car pricing, Martini said the 
spring and summer travel season 
are the busiest time of the year, 
with many people traveling.

“Our rates are determined by 
several supply-and-demand factors, 
including location, dates of travel, 
length of rental, availability, as well 
as when the reservation was 
made,” Martini said.

SHIPPING MORE CARS OVER
Stephanie Shinno
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Largest rental company 
anticipates continued high 
demand all summer

POLIHALE — This weekend, the 
state park’s department and a 
Kaua‘i nonprofit ask the public to be 
akamai and no‘ono‘o this Fourth of 
July celebration by helping the lin-
eal descendants of Polihale State 
Park to malama the ‘aina.

“State parks in Hawai‘i are for the 
enjoyment of everyone, and this is 
why alcohol, smoking, unleashed 
dogs and other incompatible activi-

ties are not permitted,” said Dan 
Dennison, senior communications 
manager of the state Department of 
Land and Natural Resources.

“Many state parks have both out-
standing natural and cultural attri-
butes that require collective 
responsibility of patrons to protect. 
Certain parks have been closed pe-
riodically due to rampant bad be-
haviors, demonstrated by people 
who have no regard for natural and 

Malama Polihale
Stephanie Shinno
THE GARDEN ISLAND

‘The place of our hearts’

LIHU‘E — There were no fireworks, 
but lots of excitement at Kukui Grove 
Center over the Fourth of July weekend 
that clung to the ongoing COVID-19 
health and safety guidelines in the air of 
what a lot of people see as the light at 
the end of a very-long journey.

“We’re not doing much,” said Melissa 
McFerrin-Warrack, KGC specialty leas-
ing and marketing manager.

“We know people will be out and 
about, but we’re not the Barnum circus 
with huge crowds. We still want people 
to be safe and help prevent the spread 
of the novel coronavirus while celebrat-
ing the birth of our country.”

KGC presented the Sunset Swing 
Band for its evening Aloha Friday pro-
gram with little fanfare to avoid attract-
ing the scores of people that used to 
flock to the center for its once-a-month 
appearance.

“We need to be in the spirit,” a shop-
per said before slipping away to the 
dance floor as the music started from 

Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

Residents try to 
make the most  
of the holiday 
weekend

CONTRIBUTED BY HUI MALAMA POLIHALE

Polihale State Park is seen when it is resting.

DENNIS FUJIMOTO / THE GARDEN ISLAND

Keiki cavort in the recently opened Keiki Korner play area Saturday while Minnie and Mickey 
Mouse wrap up a set at Kukui Grove Center in Lihu‘e.

A quiet Fourth
SEE POLIHALE, A8

SEE FOURTH, A8

Source: 2019 + 2020 Release 2, Nielsen Scarborough. Base is 56,625 total Kaua‘i Adults.
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Just 8 states see rise in cases

JACKSON, Miss. — New 
COVID-19 cases are declin-
ing across most of the coun-
try, even in some states with 
vaccine-hesitant populations. 

But almost all states bucking 
that trend have lower-than-av-
erage vaccination rates, 
and experts warn that relief 
from the pandemic could 
be fleeting in regions where 
few people get inoculated.

Case totals nationally have 
declined in a week from a 

seven-day aver-
age of nearly 
21,000 on May 
29 to 14,315 on 
Saturday, accord-
ing to data from 
Johns Hopkins 
University. 
For weeks, states and cit-
ies have been dropping 
virus restrictions and mask 
mandates, even indoors.

Experts said some 

states are seeing increased 
immunity because there 
were high rates of natu-
ral spread of the disease, 
which has so far killed 
nearly 600,000 Americans.

“We certainly are getting 
some population benefit 
from our previous cases, 
but we paid for it,” said 
Mississippi State Health 
Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs. 
“We paid for it with deaths.”

More than 7,300 
Mississippians have died 
in the pandemic, and the 
state has the sixth-high-
est per capita death rate.

Dobbs estimated that 
about 60% of the state’s 
residents have “some 
underlying immunity.”

“So we’re now sort of see-
ing that effect, most likely, 

As COVID-19 infections wane, 
vaccine-lagging areas still see risk

Photos: KELSEY WALLING/Tribune-Herald

Anthony Olayon sorts crayons into separate containers last week for students that will be attending the 
Halau Lamaku summer camp at the ‘Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo.

‘Imiloa preps for reopening

It was quiet inside 
‘Imiloa Astronomy 
Center last week as 
the facility continues 
to weather a 15-month 
shutdown due to the 
ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic.

But work is under-
way in preparation 
of its limited reopen-
ing next month.

Closed since March 
2020, ‘Imiloa will 
reopen on weekends to 
members starting July 

17 and 18, and to the 
general public July 24 
and 25. Online ticket 
sales begin July 3.

“We look forward to 
restarting our normal 
museum operations 
— in COVID times,” 
Executive Director 
Ka‘iu Kimura said. 
“So, of course, like 
every other business, 
we are going to be 
implementing COVID 
protocols. However, 
we look forward to 

‘There’s 
just too 

much of it’
Resolution would ask county to 
conform to Basel Convention 
regarding handling of waste

The Hawaii County Council will dis-
cuss how to better handle the coun-
ty’s plastic waste, although it is unclear 
what effect it can actually have.

A resolution at this week’s meeting of 
the county council Committee 
on Regenerative Agriculture, 
Water, Energy & Environmental 
Management asks the coun-
ty to conform with the Basel 
Convention, a 1992 interna-
tional treaty intended to reduce 
the movements of hazardous 
waste around the world.

Hilo councilwoman Heather Kimball, 
who introduced the resolution, said the 
measure is intended to “advance public dis-
cussion around waste on our island.”

“We need to be able to fully understand 
the life cycle of our waste,” Kimball said, 
explaining that the county’s goals for envi-
ronmentalism would be undermined if the 
county sends its waste to places that dis-
pose of it improperly or unethically.

“None of us want to see a situation 
where our waste goes into streams or is 
handled by child labor,” Kimball said.

The resolution follows a state resolu-
tion passed in the House of Representatives 
this year urging the state to com-
ply with the Basel Convention.

The Convention was amend-
ed in 2019 to include plastic waste 
among its list of hazardous waste.

Kimball said it doesn’t include every kind of 
plastic, but most common plastics are included.

By DYLAN LOVAN and 
LEAH WILLINGHAM

Associated Press

Astronomy center will open doors to general public on July 24

See VIRUS Page A6

DOBBS

Ka’iu Kimura talks about the reopening of the 
‘Imiloa Astronomy Center in Hilo.

By STEPHANIE SALMONS
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See ‘IMILOA Page A6

KIMBALL

By MICHAEL BRESTOVANSKY
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See KIMBALL Page A6
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The Hawaii County Council 
will discuss how to better han-
dle the county’s plastic waste, 
although it is unclear what 
effect it can actually have.

A resolution at this week’s 
meeting of the county council 
Committee on Regenerative 
Agriculture, Water, Energy & 
Environmental Management 
asks the county to conform with 

the Basel Convention, a 1992 
international treaty intended to 
reduce the movements of haz-
ardous waste around the world.

Hilo councilwoman Heather 
Kimball, who introduced the 
resolution, said the measure is 
intended to “advance public dis-
cussion around waste on our 
island.”

“We need to be able to fully 
understand the life cycle of our 
waste,” Kimball said, explain-
ing that the county’s goals for 

environmentalism would be 
undermined if the county sends 
its waste to places that dispose 
of it improperly or unethically.

“None of us want to see a situ-
ation where our waste goes into 
streams or is handled by child 
labor,” Kimball said.

The resolution follows a state 
resolution passed in the House 
of Representatives this year urg-
ing the state to comply with the 
Basel Convention.

The Convention was amended 

in 2019 to include plastic waste 
among its list of hazardous 
waste.

Kimball said it doesn’t include 
every kind of plastic, but most 
common plastics are included.

Although 199 nations are 
party to the Convention, the 
United States is not one of 
them, having signed, but not 
ratified, the Convention in 1990.

“Resolutions like this are 
important to send a message 
to the federal government 

that they should agree to (the 
Convention),” Kimball said, 
adding that other municipalities 
around the country have made 
similar resolutions.

Kimball acknowledged that 
the resolution is non-binding 
and cannot compel the county’s 
actions in any way.

But even if it were binding, it 
is unclear whether it would have 
any effect on the county at all.

‘THERE’S JUST TOO MUCH OF IT’
COUNCILWOMAN PUSHES RESOLUTION TO CONFORM TO BASEL CONVENTION REGARDING WASTE

BY MICHAEL BRESTOVANSKY
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD

SEE PLASTIC PAGE 6A

A new nonprofit organization on 
Hawaii Island has the ambitious goal 
of creating future local community 
leaders through a paid fellowships 
with local businesses, nonprofits, and 
government agencies and is seeking 
recruits to fill those positions. 

Lead For Hawaii is creating a net-
work of young, local change makers 
ready to challenge the status quo, take 
action in solving challenges in our 
community, and help build a better 
future for all people on the Big Island, 
the nonprofit said in a media release.

Lead For Hawaii is a Hawaii-based 
affiliate of a national nonprofit, Lead 

For America, which 
works to recruit, train 
and place new lead-
ers into service. The 
nonprofit finds and 
supports homegrown 
talent — dynamic 
and diverse individ-
uals who are driven 
to help make their 
communities strong, 
vibrant and compas-
sionate while tackling 
pressing problems.

The Lead for 
Hawaii team includes 
Executive Director 
of Innovation Alexis 

Ching, a 2020 Lead For America 
fellow with a degree in Anthropology.

Emily Znamierowski is the direc-
tor of Community Engagement and 
Entrepreneurship who possesses a 

Future 
leaders 
wanted

LEAD FOR HAWAII 
OFFERS PAID 

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
BY LAURA RUMINSKI 

WEST HAWAII TODAY
lruminski@westhawaiitoday.com

Znamierowski

Ching

SEE PROGRAM PAGE 6A

The Hawaii Department of Health 
held its second COVID-19 vaccine clin-
ic Saturday at Kealakehe Intermediate 
School, with the majority of partici-
pants receiving their second dose.

DOH Health Educator Jason Dela 
Cruz said 154 individuals received 
their first dose of the Moderna vac-
cine at the May 15 clinic at the school. 
On Saturday, 130 of those individuals 

UNCLEAR IF STATE’S INCENTIVE PROGRAM DRAWING MORE PEOPLE
BY LAURA RUMINSKI 

WEST HAWAII TODAY
lruminski@westhawaiitoday.com

KEEPING US ALL SAFE
HUNDREDS GET COVID-19 VACCINE, THOUGH DEMAND FOR SHOT IS WANING

Jacob Agard receives his second vaccination dose from National Guard medic Zion Norem Saturday at Kealakehe 
Intermediate School. Below, Honaunau Market and KTA Superstores donated fresh produce for individuals who 
received their vaccination Saturday at Kealakehe Intermediate School. PHOTOS BY LAURA RUMINSKI/WEST HAWAII TODAY

SEE VACCINES PAGE 6A

ABOUT HAWAI‘I ISLAND
•  There are 158,129 adults on Hawaii

•  50% are male, and 50% are female

•  25% are 18-34 years old, 30% are 35-54 years old 
and 45% are 55 years old or older

•  23% of Hawaii’s population is Asian, 33% is white, 
12% is Pacific Islander, 3% is another single race 
and 29% has 2 or more races.

•  48% of households are married-couple families

•  28% of households have children 17 or younger

•  63% of adults 25+ have some college education 
or higher

•  The median household income is $62,409

•  68% of households are owner-occupied

•  The median home value is $350,000

Source: U.S. Census – 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Hawaii Vision Specialists is now offering femtosecond laser-assisted cataract surgery 
with real-time lens implant verifi cation on-island.  This precision surgery allows for 

bladeless removal of the cataract and instant determination of the most appropriate 
lens implant customized for the best outcome possible for cataract surgery.   

If you have been referred to Oahu for this technology or 
cataract surgery, please give us a call at 333-3233.

www.hawaiivisionspecialists.com 392 Kapiolani St., Hilo, HI 96720
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Praadnya, left, and Mandar Bandekar take a selfie in front of Rainbow Falls Thursday in Hilo while visiting 
the Big Island on their honeymoon. Beginning July 8, fully vaccinated domestic travelers to Hawaii will be 
able to bypass pretravel testing and quarantine requirements.

More restrictions
to be eased July 8
Ige makes travel easier, increases gathering-size limits

The state will relax travel and 
gathering restrictions on July 8, 
when 60% of the Hawaii’s pop-
ulation is expected to be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19.

On that date, Hawaii will 
eliminate its pretravel testing 

and quarantine requirement for 
domestic travelers fully vacci-
nated in the United States, Gov. 
David Ige announced Thursday.

Travelers must upload 
their CDC-issued vaccination 
records into the state’s Safe 
Travels program and must 
bring a hard copy of their vac-
cination record with them.

“I know that this change 
has been widely anticipat-
ed, and it will make it easier 
for residents to return home 
and for visitors to come and 
enjoy our islands,” he said.

Those traveling to Hawaii 
prior to July 8, however, remain 

Ige signs women’s 
caucus bills and 
other measures

Gov. David Ige on 
Thursday signed a slew 
of bills into law, includ-
ing legislation from 
the Hawaii Women’s 
Legislative Caucus.

“The Women’s 
Legislative Caucus over 
the last several years has 

been one of the most 
powerful and successful 
advocacy groups here,” 
Ige said at the bill sign-
ing. “We do know that 
they advocate for a lot 
of the values that we 
have in our communi-
ty, and that has made 
them so successful.”

KELSEY WALLING/Tribune-Herald

From left, Jackie Pualani Johnson as “Ursula,” Joanne Pocsidio as 
“Pocahontas,” Jeri Gertz as “Giselle,” Tyler Dela Cruz as “Moana,” 
Alya Kanehilua as “Jasmine,” and James Henry Kuliaikapono 
O’Connor as “Aladdin” pose for a portrait in Hilo on Thursday.

‘Disney in the 
Park’ slated 
for Saturday

The Hilo Community 
Players are returning to 
Kalakaua Park with a new 
event, “Disney in the Park.”

From 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, keiki and their fami-
lies are encouraged to come to 
the park in costume or without 
to celebrate all things Disney.

Measures 
gutted with a 
Rusty Scalpel
Groups call for cessation 
of ‘Gut and Replace’ process

A bill Gov. David Ige is threatening 
to veto and one he signed are the “win-
ners” of this year’s Rusty Scalpel award 
from two public-interest groups.

Both House Bill 862 and Senate Bill 1350 
are titled “Relating to State 
Government,” and both were 
stripped of their original content 
and substituted with unrelat-
ed wording in the conference 
committee process, with no 
opportunity for public input.

“‘Gut and replace’ leg-
islation violates the Hawaii 
State Constitution, reduces transparency, 
undermines accountability, and eliminates 
valuable public input throughout the leg-
islative process,” Donna Oba, president of 
the League of Women Voters of Hawaii, 
said in a press release announcing the 
awards made by Common Cause and the 
League of Women Voters of Hawaii.

HB 862, the top winner of the dubious 
award, is on the list of bills being consid-
ered for veto that Ige released Monday. 
The bill, originally intended to abolish the 
office of aerospace development, was gut-
ted and amended to eliminate the counties’ 
share of the transient accommodations 
tax on hotels and short-term rentals and 
replace it with a local-option increase. 
It also removes funding for the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority, among other changes.

The groups contend the bills 
have constitutional defects.

The Hawaii State Constitution in Article 
III, sections 14 and 15, sets forth guidelines 
for how a bill should become a law: the title 
of the bill should be sufficiently clear for the 

By STEPHANIE SALMONS
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See TRAVEL Page A6

By STEPHANIE SALMONS
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See BILLS Page A6

By KELSEY WALLING
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See DISNEY Page A6

By NANCY COOK LAUER
West Hawaii Today
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 HAWAI‘I ISLAND NEWSPAPERS

Hawai‘i Island newspapers are read by 
61% of Hawai‘i Island adults each week*.

Hawai‘i Island newspapers are read by  
58% of Hawai‘i adults each week.

HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD
hawaiitribune-herald.com
•  Daily broadsheet newspaper distributed on the Hilo-area of Hawaii’s Big Island

•  The newspaper is the primary news source for Hilo residents and locals

•  54% of all Hilo adults read the Hawaii Tribune-Herald every week

WEST HAWAII TODAY
westhawaiitoday.com
•  Daily broadsheet newspaper distributed on the west side of Hawaii’s Big 

Island—North Kohala to Ka‘u

•  The award winning newspaper is the primary news source for the West Hawaii 
community, covering local, state, national and world news

•  46% of all West Hawai‘i adults read West Hawaii Today every week

HAWAII ISLAND MIDWEEK
hawaiiislandmidweek.com
•  Total Market Coverage

•  Publication date is Wednesday.
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The state will relax trav-

el and gathering restrictions 
on July 8, when 60% of the 
Hawaii’s population is expect-
ed to be fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

On that date, Hawaii will 
eliminate its pretravel test-
ing and quarantine require-
ment for domestic travelers 

fully vaccinated in the 
United States, Gov. David Ige 
announced Thursday.

Travelers must upload 
their CDC-issued vaccination 
records into the state’s Safe 
Travels program and must 
bring a hard copy of their 
vaccination record with them.

“I know that this change 
has been widely anticipated, 
and it will make it easier for 

residents to 
return home 
and for visi-
tors to come 
and enjoy our 
islands,” he 
said.

Those trav-
eling to Hawaii 
prior to July 8, however, 
remain subject to current 
pretravel testing and quaran-
tine requirements.

Additionally on July 8, Ige 
said permitted social gather-
ing sizes will increase from a 
maximum of 10 to 25 indoors 
and from 25 to 75 outdoors.

Restaurants also will be 
able to seat up to 75% capac-
ity, with a maximum group 
size of 25 indoors and 75 
outdoors.

“We’re glad to have worked 
with the governor and other 
mayors to define a specific 
date for the transitioning of 
statewide COVID restric-
tions,” Mayor Mitch Roth 
said in a news release. “By 
setting clear dates, we will be 

able to allow 
our overseas 
ohana to better 
plan their trips 
while allowing 
our businesses, 
families and 
sports leagues 
to better pre-
pare for the road to recovery 
that lies ahead.”

Currently, Hawaii County 
limits gatherings to 10 people 
indoors and 25 outdoors.

“With the newly decided 
date, we will soon be able 
to expand gathering limits to 
25 indoor (and) 75 outdoor, 
which is what we requested in 
our last emergency proclama-
tion, but were denied by the 
governor in an effort to keep 
numbers consistent state-
wide,” said Cyrus Johnasen, a 
spokesman for Roth.

Knowing the county would 
adhere to the state’s discre-
tion in regard to gatherings, 
the county’s current emergen-
cy rule enables the governor’s 

A bill Gov. David Ige is threat-
ening to veto and one he signed 
are the “winners” of this year’s 
Rusty Scalpel award from two 
public-interest groups.

Both House Bill 862 and 
Senate Bill 1350 are titled 
“Relating to State Government,” 
and both were stripped of their 
original content and substitut-
ed with unrelated wording in 
the conference committee pro-
cess, with no opportunity for 
public input.

“‘Gut and replace’ legis-
lation violates the Hawaii 
State Constitution, reduces 

transparency, undermines 
accountability, and eliminates 
valuable public input through-
out the legislative process,” 
Donna Oba, president of the 
League of Women Voters of 
Hawaii, said in a press release 
announcing the awards made 
by Common Cause and the 
League of Women Voters of 
Hawaii.

HB 862, the top winner of 
the dubious award, is on the 
list of bills being considered for 
veto that Ige released Monday. 
The bill, originally intended 
to abolish the office of aero-
space development, was gutted 
and amended to eliminate the 
counties’ share of the transient 

accommodations tax on hotels 
and short-term rentals and 
replace it with a local-option 
increase. It also removes fund-
ing for the Hawaii Tourism 
Authority, among other 
changes.

The groups contend the bills 
have constitutional defects.

The Hawaii State Constitution 
in Article III, sections 14 and 15, 
sets forth guidelines for how a 
bill should become a law: the 
title of the bill should be suf-
ficiently clear for the public to 
glean the bill’s contents; a bill 
should have three readings on 
separate days in each chamber 
to provide time for comment 
and meaningful deliberation 

concerning the 
general topic of 
the final bill; and 
each bill should 
only have one 
subject to dis-
courage legisla-
tive “logrolling” 
and “vote-trad-
ing,” the groups said.

“The Hawaii State Constitution 
may not be convenient or expedi-
ent, but it provides accountabili-
ty, transparency, an opportunity 
for thoughtful policy-making 
that is accountable to the peo-
ple,” said Sandy Ma, executive 
director of Common Cause 
Hawaii. “The Hawaii State 
Legislature’s disdain for the 

rule of law must end.”
The other bill, SB 1350, 

took the groups’ first runner 
up award, its first since begin-
ning the Rusty Scalpel recog-
nition in 2014. SB 1350 start-
ed out to consolidate several 
state watchdog agencies under 
one agency. It was amended in 
conference committee to defer 
legislative raises and to set a 
standard in the way the state 
counts military families when 
reapportioning state House 
and Senate districts.

Messages left with the House 
and Senate leadership were 
not immediately returned 
with responses by press-time 
Thursday.
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Man indicted 
for Keauhou 

murder
IOANE ASAGRA REMAINS 
IN CUSTODY IN LIEU OF 

$550,000 BAIL
BY CHELSEA JENSEN

WEST HAWAII TODAY
cjensen@westhawaiitoday.com

A 27-year-old Kona man has been 
indicted on charges of murder and 
arson in connection with a fatal May 25 
shooting in Keauhou.

Ioane Asagra was indicted by a 
Hilo grand jury on 
Wednesday on one count 
each of second-degree 
murder and first-de-
gree arson in connec-
tion with the shooting 
death of Joey Richmond, 
46, of Kailua-Kona, at 
the end of Keauhou-
Kainaliu Beach Road, 
known locally as “End of the World,” 
in Keauhou.

A preliminary hearing slated 
Monday was delayed after the judge 
set to hear the matter recused himself. 
Kona District Court Judge Joseph P. 
Florendo Jr. said he would be unable 
to preside over the preliminary hearing 
for Asagra because he had come upon 
the scene of the burned vehicle.

With Asagra now indicted, the pre-
liminary hearing will not be held today 
as scheduled.

An arraignment and plea hearing 
for Asagra, who remains in custody 
in lieu of $550,000 bail, had not been 
set as of press-time Thursday. Per the 
indictment, Asagra is prohibited from 
contacting a handful of people, includ-
ing the victim’s nephew.

Asagra was extradited June 16 to 
Kailua-Kona from Honolulu, where 
he had been hospitalized while recov-
ering from burns allegedly suffered 
when he set Richmond’s car on fire 
after the shooting. Asagra was taken 
into the custody of the Hawaii Police 
Department upon his arrival at Kona 
International Airport at Keahole and 
transported to the Kona Police Station.

Shortly before 9:30 p.m. May 25, 
police responded to a report of an 
unresponsive man lying face-down on 
the ground at Keauhou-Kainaliu Beach 
Road. Police told West Hawaii Today 
that a family fishing at the site had 
come upon the scene and reported it 
to police.

Asagra

GUTTED WITH A RUSTY SCALPEL
TWO BILLS GET NEGATIVE AWARD FOR REDUCING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

BY NANCY COOK LAUER
WEST HAWAII TODAY

ncook-lauer@westhawaiitoday.com

Ma

SEE ASAGRA PAGE 8A

Relaxing restrictions
IGE MAKES TRAVEL EASIER, INCREASES GATHERING-SIZE LIMITS BY JULY 8

BY STEPHANIE SALMONS
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD

Passengers arrive on a United Airlines flight from San Francisco Thursday at Ellison Onizuka Kona International 
Airport. PHOTOS BY LAURA RUMINSKI/WEST HAWAII TODAY

Passengers arriving on an Alaska Airlines flight from 
Seattle on Thursday pick up their luggage at Ellison 
Onizuka Kona International Airport.

RothIge

SEE TRAVEL PAGE 5A

SEE INSIDE FOR SELECT INSERTS FROM:

 PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE  

 PAID
 HONOLULU, HI
PERMIT NO. 327

PRST MKTG

CAMPUS PRE-K - 6TH GRADE
ONLINE 4TH - 8TH GRADE

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 2021

Encouraging Creative Mindsets
Academics through 
Hands-On Activities
Integrating Hawaiian 
Cultural-Based Learning
Visit www.kuaokala.org for more
about our program and registration.

Offi ce: (808) 981-5866
info@kuaokala.org

A N  E D I T I O N  O F 

Hawai‘i Catholic Schools faculty and staff, including its top educator for 
2020-21,  Mary Jane Vannatta, are the driving force  

behind the state’s next generation of leaders.

Source: Nielsen Scarborough 2019 Release 2 + 2020 Release 2. Base is 158,088 total Hawaii County Adults.
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USA TODAY 
HAWAI‘I EDITION
•  Daily newspaper - publishes 5 days a week, 

Monday - Friday

•  Home delivered statewide

•  An edition of USA Today with Hawai‘i specific 
editorial and advertising

•  Available at Starbucks, ABC Stores, 7-11’s, major grocers, 
military bases, and numerous hotels statewide.

DAILY CIRCULATION

2,055

USA TODAY
THE NATION'S NEWS | THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 2021 | 1A

Black, Asian Americans 

feel most unsafe in public
U.S. adults who say they often or 

sometimes don’t feel safe in public 

because of their race or ethnicity:

Black Americans

63%

Asian Americans

57%

Hispanic Americans

44%

White Americans

16%

SOURCE  AP-NORC poll, April 29-May 3
AMY BARNETTE, TIFFANY CLEMENS/USA TODAY

What Wall Street thinks
about Biden’s term so far

Stocks have posted record run. See how market
compares to those of predecessors. In Money

How DeChambeau flipped
the script at Winged Foot

This week, the world No. 4 golfer defends his
U.S. Open victory at Torrey Pines. In Sports

Rita Moreno
gets candid
in up-close
documentary

The EGOT winner opens
up about her relationship
with Marlon Brando, lack
of Latino representation,
her struggles and what
keeps her going. In LifePOOL PHOTO

BY CHRIS PIZZELLO

President Joe Biden struck a fi�rm but mostly concil-
iatory tone Wednesday as he described talks with
Russian President Vladimir Putin at a summit in Ge-
neva, but he made clear the two nations remained a
world apart on issues including digital espionage and
human rights. 

“The bottom line is I told President Putin that we
need to have some basic rules of the road that we can
all abide by,” Biden told reporters after his meeting
with Russia’s leader in Switzerland. It lasted three
hours. 

The two men called the meeting, their fi�rst since
Biden took offi�ce, to discuss a range of issues that have
plagued U.S.-Russia relations for months, if not years:
cyberattacks, Moscow’s increasingly brazen crack-

Biden: ‘I did what I came to do’
US, Russia lay groundwork to ease tensions 

President Joe Biden greets Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Geneva in their fi�rst meeting since
Biden took office. POOL PHOTO BY MIKHAIL METZEL

Courtney Subramanian and Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

See RUSSIA, Page 2A

WASHINGTON – Russian President Vladimir
Putin has imprisoned the charismatic leader of an
opposition movement, shuttered the movement’s
40-plus offi�ces and branded the entire membership
as “extremists.” 

Which explains why allies of Alexei Navalny,
Putin’s chief antagonist and would-be political rival,
were rooting for a “black swan” moment – some
as-yet-unforeseen political event – that could trigger
the Russian dictator’s downfall.

And why, on the eve of the high-stakes summit
between Putin and U.S. President Joe Biden, Naval-
ny’s chief of staff� was in Washington huddling with
State Department offi�cials and American lawmakers 

Putin rivals playing
long game for ouster
Deirdre Shesgreen USA TODAY

See PUTIN, Page 2A

The North Carolina sheriff�’s depu-
ties who fatally shot Andrew Brown Jr.
in April could have avoided taking his
life, policing experts say, if they had
followed best practices and not
opened fi�re when he fl�ed in a car as
they tried to serve warrants.

But the fatal shooting may well have
complied with the Pasquotank County
Sheriff�’s Offi�ce use-of-force policy,
which allows deputies to shoot at a
moving vehicle even when best prac-
tices say they shouldn’t.

That’s by design. But the policy
wasn’t designed by the Sheriff�’s Offi�ce,
the county commission or any other
government authority.

The Sheriff�’s Offi�ce obtained its
use-of-force policy from a company
that sells ready-to-use manuals that
prioritize offi�cers’ discretion – policies
that hold them to a minimum standard
that’s defensible in court rather than
best practices in policing.

The Texas-based company, Lexipol
LLC, markets its policies as a way to
protect local governments from frivo-
lous lawsuits. That message has at-
tracted clients all over the country,
making Lexipol an infl�uential player in
the world of law enforcement.

Lexipol says its policies set appro-
priate standards for offi�cers while tak-
ing into account the challenges of
making split-second decisions. Polic-
ing experts and civil rights advocates
say the company’s guidelines – and
the willingness of some agencies to 

POLICING IN AMERICA

The fi�rm
that wrote
the book on
using force
Widely adopted policies
a factor in shootings 

Tami Abdollah
USA TODAY

District Attorney Andrew Womble
said Andrew Brown Jr.’s shooting was
justifi�ed. TRAVIS LONG/NEWS & OBSERVER

See LEXIPOL, Page 3A

In Minnesota, the HealthPartners
system has seen a “precipitous de-
cline” in COVID-19 hospitalizations,
says Dr. Mark Sannes, an infectious
disease physician and senior medical
director for the system, which operates
nine hospitals and more than 55 clin-
ics. But now, nearly every admitted pa-
tient he does see is unvaccinated.

“Less than 1% of our hospitalized
COVID patients are vaccinated,” he
said.

In Ohio, at University Hospitals
Cleveland Medical Center, only 2% of
the COVID-19 patients admitted in the
last month were vaccinated, said Dr.
Robert Salata, the hospital’s physi-
cian-in-chief.

And at Sanford Health, which runs
44 medical centers and more than 200
clinics across the Dakotas, Minnesota
and Iowa, less than 5% of the 1,456 pa-
tients admitted with COVID-19 so far
this year were fully vaccinated, said
spokesperson Angela Dejene.

Falling rates of COVID-19 across the
United States mask a harsh reality – the
overwhelming majority of those getting
sick and being hospitalized today are un-
vaccinated, while vaccinated people are
becoming rare.

Hospitals in states with the lowest
vaccination rates tend to have more
COVID-19 patients in intensive care
units, according to hospital data col-
lected in the past week by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
and vaccination rates published by the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Wyoming, Missouri, Arkansas and
Idaho currently have the highest per-
centage of COVID-19 patients on aver-
age in their ICUs; those states all have
vaccinated less than 40% of their pop-
ulation. 

Medical centers say there’s also an
obvious change in the age of their sick-
est patients, as older people are much
more likely to be vaccinated than
younger.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Who’s still
getting sick? 

Eleanor Leisenring receives her COVID-19 vaccine from nurse Cheryl McHale
at a vaccine center in Danville, Pa. PROVIDED BY GEISINGER MEDICAL CENTER 

Elizabeth Weise and Aleszu Bajak
USA TODAY

See VACCINES, Page 4A

Hint: It’s not many who’ve had shots

President Joe Biden could find legisla-
tion on his desk this week that would
make June 19 a holiday like it is in
many states. 

Trans students protected
at school by Title IX
The U.S. Department of Education has
reversed GOP-authored guidance that
said those students fell outside of
discrimination protections. 

USATODAY.COM

TIM KIMZEY/USA TODAY NETWORK 

Juneteenth a new
federal holiday? 

INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL EDITION
This is a special edition of USA TODAY designed and
edited for readers around the world. Additional content
and late-breaking news and sports scores can always be
found at usatoday.com

¡¿H¢
\ApB
-740
344¿+
(c)e

©COPYRIGHT 2021 USA TODAY
a division of Gannett Co., Inc.

$2.00

SKU# 2642SKU# 2642

Hawaii special edition
This is a special edition of USA TODAY 
designed and edited for readers around the 
world. Additional content and late-breaking 
news and sports scores can always be found 
at usatoday.com

© COPYRIGHT 2012 USA TODAY
a division of Gannett Co., Inc.

President Joe Biden greets Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Geneva in their fi�rst meeting since
Biden took office. POOL PHOTO BY MIKHAIL METZEL

WASHINGTON – Russian President Vladimir
Putin has imprisoned the charismatic leader of an
opposition movement, shuttered the movement’s

Deirdre Shesgreen USA TODAY

In Minnesota, the HealthPartners
system has seen a “precipitous de-
cline” in COVID-19 hospitalizations,
says Dr. Mark Sannes, an infectious
disease physician and senior medical
director for the system, which operates
nine hospitals and more than 55 clin-
ics. But now, nearly every admitted pa-
tient he does see is unvaccinated.

“Less than 1% of our hospitalized
COVID patients are vaccinated,” he

In Ohio, at University Hospitals
Cleveland Medical Center, only 2% of
the COVID-19 patients admitted in the
last month were vaccinated, said Dr.
Robert Salata, the hospital’s physi-

And at Sanford Health, which runs
44 medical centers and more than 200
clinics across the Dakotas, Minnesota
and Iowa, less than 5% of the 1,456 pa-
tients admitted with COVID-19 so far
this year were fully vaccinated, said
spokesperson Angela Dejene.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Who’s still
getting sick? 

Eleanor Leisenring receives her COVID-19 vaccine from nurse Cheryl McHale
at a vaccine center in Danville, Pa.

Elizabeth Weise and Aleszu Bajak

Hint: It’s not many who’ve had shots
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Say goodbye to V6 engines
as new cars shed cylinders 

Good news is that today’s four-cylinder power-
houses aren’t what they used to be. In Money

‘F9’ cast, Vin Diesel in the
latest ‘Fast and Furious’

There’s been a lot of action and drama in the
previous installments. We’ll catch you up. In Life

Simone
Biles’ gym is
champion of
diversity

It is the fi�rst gym since
1988 to send four athletes
to the U.S. Olympic Trials,
and its entire elite team
are Black and brown
women. In Sports

ROBERT GODDIN /

USA TODAY SPORTS

WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den and a bipartisan group of 21 sena-
tors reached a compromise Thursday
to modernize the nation’s deteriorat-
ing transportation and public works
systems, putting the president in posi-
tion to pass the fi�rst plank of his
sweeping infrastructure agenda.

Yet Biden made clear he would only
sign a bipartisan infrastructure bill if
Congress also approves a larger mea-
sure focused on “human infrastructure”
programs like subsidized child care,
home caregiving and climate change
that only Democrats support.

Biden announced the breakthrough af-
ter a meeting with the senators in the Oval
Offi�ce, ending a weekslong stalemate over
the price tag and how to pay for what
would be the largest transportation pack-
age ever approved by Congress.

The $1.2 trillion plan includes $579 bil-
lion in new spending over eight years, fo-

cusing only on physical infrastructure
such as roads, bridges, rail, broadband in-
ternet, water and sewer pipes, and elec-
tric vehicles. It proposes several ways to
pay for the spending that avoid a gas tax
increase that Biden resisted and a corpo-
rate tax hike that Republicans opposed.

“We have a deal,” Biden said, smiling
as he joined 10 of the senators outside
the west wing on Thursday. “We made
serious compromise on both ends.”

Although not a guarantee to pass
Congress, the compromise has strong 

Biden, senators hit $1.2T deal
Infrastructure package
plank is back on track

Joey Garrison and Ledyard King
USA TODAY

See COMPROMISE, Page 3A

SURFSIDE, Fla. – At least one person was dead
and dozens were unaccounted for Thursday after-
noon after part of a high-rise condominium building
collapsed into a mammoth pile of twisted steel and
concrete in the early morning.

Residents seeking to fl�ee the 12-story building
screamed for help after the collapse around 1:30 a.m.,
and some were plucked from the building by fi�re-
fi�ghters using ladders. Surfside Mayor Charles Bur-
kett confi�rmed Thursday at least one person had died
and warned the death toll was likely to rise.

Thirty-fi�ve people were pulled from the partially 

‘CATASTROPHIC’

Most of the building,
built in 1981, toppled
early Thursday in a
thunderous cloud 
of debris. SAM NAVARRO/

USA TODAY

See COLLAPSE, Page 2A

John Bacon and Romina Ruiz-Goiriena USA TODAY

Emotions ran high as families and friends sought
news about loved ones. WILFREDO LEE/AP

Dozens rescued, missing
in Florida condo collapse 

Study in 2020 found
alarming sign of trouble 

NORTH

SOURCE Aerial image from Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP 

Stephen J. Beard/USA TODAY 

Original shape of the building

The area illustrated below is the portion of the 12-story beachfront Champlain 

Towers South in Surfside, Fla., that collapsed early Thursday morning.

Original shape
of the building
The area illustrated,
right, is the portion of
the 12-story beachfront
Champlain Towers South
in Surfside, Fla., that
“pancaked” to the
ground.

SOURCE: Aerial image from

Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP

ILLUSTRATION BY STEPHEN J.

BEARD/USA TODAY

A Florida high-rise that collapsed early Thursday
was determined to be unstable a year ago, according
to a researcher at Florida International University.

The building, which was constructed in 1981, has
been sinking at an alarming rate since the 1990s, ac-
cording to a study in 2020 by Shimon Wdowinski, a
professor in the Department of Earth and Environ-
ment.

When Wdowinski saw the news that the Cham-
plain Towers South condominium in Surfside col-
lapsed, he instantly remembered it from the study,
he said.

12-story building
sinking for years

Gina Barton, Kyle Bagenstose, Pat Beall,
Aleszu Bajak and Elizabeth Weise
USA TODAY

See SINKING, Page 2A
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ing transportation and public works
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sweeping infrastructure agenda.

Yet Biden made clear he would only
sign a bipartisan infrastructure bill if
Congress also approves a larger mea-
sure focused on “human infrastructure”
programs like subsidized child care,
home caregiving and climate change
that only Democrats support.

Biden announced the breakthrough af-
ter a meeting with the senators in the Oval
Offi�ce, ending a weekslong stalemate over
the price tag and how to pay for what
would be the largest transportation pack-
age ever approved by Congress.

The $1.2 trillion plan includes $579 bil-
lion in new spending over eight years, fo-

cusing only on physical infrastructure
such as roads, bridges, rail, broadband in-
ternet, water and sewer pipes, and elec-
tric vehicles. It proposes several ways to
pay for the spending that avoid a gas tax
increase that Biden resisted and a corpo-
rate tax hike that Republicans opposed.

“We have a deal,” Biden said, smiling
as he joined 10 of the senators outside
the west wing on Thursday. “We made
serious compromise on both ends.”
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noon after part of a high-rise condominium building
collapsed into a mammoth pile of twisted steel and
concrete in the early morning.

Residents seeking to fl�ee the 12-story building
screamed for help after the collapse around 1:30 a.m.,
and some were plucked from the building by fi�re-
fi�ghters using ladders. Surfside Mayor Charles Bur-
kett confi�rmed Thursday at least one person had died
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A Florida high-rise that collapsed early Thursday
was determined to be unstable a year ago, according
to a researcher at Florida International University.

The building, which was constructed in 1981, has
been sinking at an alarming rate since the 1990s, ac-
cording to a study in 2020 by Shimon Wdowinski, a
professor in the Department of Earth and Environ-
ment.

When Wdowinski saw the news that the Cham-
plain Towers South condominium in Surfside col-
lapsed, he instantly remembered it from the study,
he said.
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The annual average 
of reported tornadoes more than
doubled between 2000 and 2020
in Alabama and Kentucky.
Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri,
Tennessee and Virginia
experienced a similar trend.

Joshua Farmer huddled in a church
closet in Ohatchee, Alabama, on March
25 and waited to die. 

“Legitimately, I thought that was it,”
Farmer said of that moment 
in the path of a tornado bearing 
140 mph winds. “I thought I was fi�n-
ished.”

The EF3 tornado ripped off� the roof
and some of the walls of the 142-year-old
Ragan Chapel United Methodist Church
where he was caretaker.

“But I survived it somehow, and I
walked out of there,” he said.

Farmer was one of the lucky ones. Six

TORNADO
WARNING

The threat is growing beyond Tornado Alley

Weak

65-85 mph

EF0
Moderate

86-110 mph

EF1
Significant

111-135 mph

EF2
Severe

136-165 mph

EF3
Extreme

166-200 mph

EF4
Catastrophic

200+ mph

EF5

Tornado Alley

The Enhanced Fujita scale classifies tornadoes 

into six categories. USA TODAY Network 

analyzed data from more than 60,000 tornadoes;  

more than half were EF1 or stronger.

Tornadoes EF1

or stronger 1950-2019

Enhanced Fujita scale

Dinah Voyles Pulver
USA TODAY

See TORNADOES, Page 2A

others died. 
Experts say tornadoes such as

that one are occurring with more fre-
quency in Alabama and elsewhere in
the South. They occur in big out-
breaks more often and happen earli-
er and later in the year. 

The meteorological monsters are
occurring slightly less often in some
of the traditionally tornado-prone
states in the Great Plains known as
Tornado Alley.

“Basically, over the last 50 years,
if you live in a place like Dallas, your
chance of a tornado there has gradu-
ally gone down,” said Victor Gensini, 

USA TODAY
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Support hits all-time 
high for gay marriage 
A majority of Americans – 70% 

of adults – now say same-sex 

marriages should be recognized by 

law as valid.

Support by 
political party:

SOURCE  Gallup Poll, May 3-18
AMY BARNETTE, TRACIE KEETON/USA TODAY

By age group:

55%

73%

83%

84%

72%

60%

Republicans

Independents

Democrats

18-34

35-54

55+

Apartment rent prices 
at highest level in 2 years

As pandemic-era discounts vanish, and workers
return to cities, rents are surging. In Money

How some are trying to
display vaccination status 

Without national standards, people are turning
to wristbands and T-shirts. usatoday.com

Turmoil
looms over
NFL training
camps

Contracts, quarterback
conflicts and vaccination
rates continue to 
command attention
for several teams, Mike
Jones writes. In SportsAARON RODGERS BY MARK J.

REBILAS/USA TODAY SPORTS

Shortly after Democratic Rep. Val
Demings entered Florida’s 2022 Sen-
ate race, incumbent Sen. Marco Rubio
went on the off�ensive.

The Miami Republican called the
congresswoman a “far left liberal
Democrat” who supports defunding
police. It’s an attack he plans to repeat.

“Congresswoman Demings has
turned her back on police offi�cers in or-
der to be accepted by radical left-wing
activists,” Rubio told USA TODAY in a
statement.

Demings, who served as an Orlando
police offi�cer for more than 25 years,
didn’t let Rubio’s claims go unchal-
lenged. Her campaign shared a photo
of the congresswoman decked out in
her police chief uniform. She said
Black and Hispanic communities, hit
hardest by crime, “don’t want to de-
fund the police, they just want to be
treated with dignity and respect.”

“Defunding the police is not the an-
swer, and I think I’ve been pretty
strong on that, so Marco Rubio and his
enablers can say whatever they want
to say,” she said.

The early sparring between Rubio
and Demings could be a preview of
how Democrats and Republicans plan
to push their message to voters about
America’s thorny police debate in the
2022 election cycle.

As murder rates rise in major cities
and videos of Black Americans having
violent encounters with law enforce-

POLICING IN AMERICA

Protesters demand police defunding
Oct. 14 in New York. JOHN MINCHILLO/AP

Dems face
challenge
in ‘defund
the police’
Republicans use activist
call against opponents

Phillip M. Bailey
USA TODAY

See DEFUND, Page 3A

WASHINGTON – The Senate is
poised to consider voting rights legis-
lation this week, possibly voting as
soon as Tuesday. Its passage looks un-
likely, but Democrats are working
overtime to unify in its favor as Repub-
licans stand fi�rm in opposition. 

Democrats hailed the For the Peo-
ple Act – a sweeping bill aimed at pro-
tecting voters’ rights, increasing elec-
tion security and mandating indepen-
dent redistricting – as a bold counter-
measure to restrictive voting
measures pursued in states. Republi-
cans slammed the legislation as over-
reaching, arguing elections should be
left to the states, not the federal gov-

ernment. 
The legislation passed the House in

a near party-line 220-210 vote in
March. One Democrat joined all voting
Republicans to oppose the bill. In the
Senate, Democrats need the support
of at least 10 Republicans to overcome
a fi�libuster to bring the bill to a vote.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., wants to take up the
bill Tuesday. Moderate Sen. Joe Man-
chin, D-W.Va., seeks to tweak the mea-

Fate of voting rights bill
now in hands of Senate
GOP slams legislation as
Washington overreach 

Savannah Behrmann
USA TODAY

See VOTING RIGHTS, Page 3A

“I would hope there’s enough 
good Republicans that understand
the bedrock of our society
is having accessible, open, fair 
and secure elections.”

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va.

A horrific crash that killed 10 is blamed
on Tropical Depression Claudette,
which is predicted to strengthen.

Alarming drought in West
portends water shortage 
As huge reservoirs dry up, some ex-
perts worry conservation may not be
enough. Farms may get hit first.

JOHN BLACKIE/USA TODAY NETWORK

12 dead, including
9 children, in Ala.
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 MAGAZINES
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

2017 Maggie Finalist
 • Lifestyle Magazine

2016 Maggie Certifi cate of Excellence
 • Special Interest Magazine
 • Best Series of Editorial Photographs

2015 AAF Pele Bronze
 • Single Photograph

2015 Maggie Certifi cate of Excellence
 • Special Interest Magazine
 • Best Series of Editorial Photographs

2014 Maggie Certifi cate of Excellence
 • Lifestyle Magazine
 • Best Series of Articles
 • Best Interview or Profi le
 • Best Regularly Featured Departments

HILUXURY
hiluxury.com

•  Luxury magazine - publishes 6 times a year

•  Luxury magazine catering to Hawai‘i’s elite with 
high-quality editorial and visual content

•  Mailed and carrier delivered to Oahu homes

•  Available at these Hawaii luxury hotels: Halekulani, 
The Kahala Resort, The Trump International Tower, 
Four Seasons Hualalai, Four Season Maui, Mauna Lani Bay 
Hotel, limited distribution to Kukio, and Hotel Wailea

•  Available at Oahu newsstands and bookstores, select 
United Airlines red carpet lounges, and American Airline 
Premiere Lounges

VOLUME 14 | ISSUE 05
FEBRUARY-MARCH 2021

For the acclaimed Golden Globe 
Award-winning actor, Hawaiʻi
is where the heart is.

RICHARD
CHAMBERLAIN

HAWAII'S OWN LUXURY LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE

NEWSSTAND PRICE $3.95

HAWAII'S OWN LUXURY LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE

VOLUME 14 | ISSUE 04
DECEMBER 2020-JANUARY 2021

Magnum P.I.'s Higgins shows 
a softer side — and shares 
why this holiday season
is extra special for her

Magnum P.I.'s Higgins shows 

PERDITA
WEEKS

NEWSSTAND PRICE $3.95

Lost no more: 
the actor,
producer 

and activist 
finds peace in 

Hawai‘i and 
is ‘busier now 

than [he’s] 
ever been’

VOLUME 15 ISSUE 01 //JUNE-JULY 2021

DANIEL
DAE KIM

OUR 14TH ANNIVERSARY

HAWAII'S OWN LUXURY LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE

NEWSSTAND PRICE $3.95
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 COMMUNITY MAGAZINES
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

GO KAILUA
gokailuamagazine.com

•  Community magazine – publishes 4 times a year 
(Spring, Summer, Fall and Holiday issues)

•  A magazine for Kailua full of information about 
shopping, dining, activities and events in the 
neighborhood.

•  Direct-mailed to homes in the close-knit 
community of Kailua

GO KAPOLEI
gokapoleimagazine.com

•  Community magazine – publishes 4 times a year 
(Spring, Summer, Fall and Holiday issues)

•  A magazine for Kapolei full of information 
about shopping, dining, activities and 
events in the neighborhood.

•  Direct-mailed to homes in the close-knit 
community of Kapolei
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 COMMUNITY MAGAZINES
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

VERT KAKA‘AKO
•  Distributed four times a year to over 8,000 

condominiums in the Kaka‘ako/Ward area 
along with an additional 7,000 copies to 
various single copy outlets.

•  Contains lively editorial and photos 
concentrating on people places and things 
that are happening in the Kaka‘ako vicinity.

•  Vert Kaka‘ako offers a strong sense of 
community to its readers embracing young 
single adults and families

•  The neighborhood of Kaka‘ako resonates 
with an authentic hip cool vibe which is 
captured in Vert Kaka‘ako

ONE-SIX
•  One-Six magazine is a quarterly magazine that 

shines a light on the 96816 neighborhoods—
bringing to life the stories of its businesses, 
people, places and events.

•  It connects the reader to the latest in dining, 
shopping and entertainment, while reflecting 
on the unique qualities of the charming 
communities of Kaimuki to Kahala.
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 TOURISM PUBLICATIONS
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

101 THINGS TO DO
101thingstodo.com

•  Visitor/tourist magazines  – publishes 3 times a year

•  101 Things To Do Oahu, Kaua‘i, Big Island, 
and Maui editions

•  Provides Hawai‘i visitors with innovative and 
valuable vacation planning ideas. Learn about at 
least 101 distinctive things to do on each island.

•  Available free in high traffic tourist locations 
including: airports, hotels, shopping centers, 
restaurants, key attractions, visitor centers, 
museums, art galleries, Chamber of Commerce, 
and beaches.

DRIVE MAGAZINE
drivemagazine.com

•  The official magazine of Enterprise, Alamo and National 
Rental Cars in Hawai‘i – publishes 3 times a year

•  Drive Oahu, Kaua‘i, Big Island, and Maui editions

•  Provides Hawaii visitors with innovative and valuable 
vacation planning ideas. 

•  Available free in high traffic tourist locations 
including: airports, hotels, shopping centers, 
restaurants, key attractions, visitor centers, museums, 
art galleries, Chamber of Commerce, and beaches.

ALOHA, FROM ENTERPRISE RENT A CAR. IT’S TIME TO GET OUT AND …

O‘AHU   |   DECEMBER 2020 — MAY 2021  |  VOL. 4, ISSUE 1

HOLOHOLO SECTION P38: HALE‘IWA   KAILUA   HONOLULU   WAIKĪKĪ   KAPOLEI   HOLOHOLO SECTION P38:

Photo courtesy: Polynesian Cultural Center

WHETHER YOU’RE BASKING 
IN A HULA PERFORMANCE 

OR FEASTING AT ITS LAVISH 
LŪ‘AU, POLYNESIAN CULTURAL 

CENTER KNOWS HOW TO FILL 
UP YOUR SENSES.

C AR RETURN
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O‘AHU 
ISLAND MAP

PAGE 32
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Truly memorable photos 
are taken at these spots 
on O‘ahu. 
 21

REEL MAGIC
Hawai‘i is one of the places 
Tinseltown turns to when 
in need of big-screen 
magic.
 26

BEST OF THE
BACKDROPS
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Big Island
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101thingstodo.com Kailua-Kona • Hilo • Waimea
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Kailua-Kona  Hilo  Waimea

ALL YOUR BIG ISLAND 
MAPS INSIDE...

SPLASH!
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 OAHU MEDIA GROUP
FULL-SERVICE ADVERTISING AGENCY

OAHU MEDIA GROUP
oahumediagroup.com

OMG is Hawaii’s agency of choice for brands in need of a full-service advertising, 
marketing and promotions partner. Associated with Hawaii’s largest media 
company, OMG offers decades of marketing experience combined with 
award-winning creative and a rare passion for your business or organization.

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT & ANALYSIS
You can’t achieve something if you can’t measure it.

BRAND MARKETING & CONSULTATION
Your brand is your organization’s personality and reputation in the marketplace.

MEDIA STRATEGY & PLANNING
Speak-up in an increasingly cluttered and competitive world.

CREATIVE DESIGN & PRODUCTION
How you say it is just as important as what you’re saying.

PROMOTIONS & EVENTS
In today’s high-tech world, high-touch is 
more important than ever.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
If you don’t tell your own story, someone else will.

CLIENTS INCLUDE:
AirAsia
Longs Drugs/CVS Hawaii
Nissan Hawaii
Chamber of Commerce Hawaii
Saint Louis School
Sacred Hearts Academy
Ballet Hawaii
Assets School
Island Energy Hawaii/Texaco Hawaii

Assets students are bright and want to learn.

They go on to become innovators,

artists and thought-leaders.

To learn more, call Assets at 808-423-1356

Over 70% of students are also student athletes
Students compete academically across Hawai‘i & beyond

High school mentorships nurture career plans
Over 95% of graduates go to colleges of their choice

Learn about Assets’ 
growing campus and 
innovative programs at 
assets-school.org

LEARNING
THAT

TRANSFORMS 
LIVES

RYAN HURLEY
Environmental/Energy Attorney

Class of 2000

achieve my potential

If you help me

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
1 P.M. | K-12
Dr. Richard T. Mamiya Theatre

From recognized achievement in science and mathematics 
to the passionate practice of Hawaiian arts and culture, 

Saint Louis builds gentlemen of excellence, faith and character.

I will amaze you 

Call 739-4832 or email
admissions@saintlouishawaii.org
saintlouishawaii.org

BROTHERHOOD FOR LIFE.

NOW ENROLLING 
KINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH GRADE 5.

achieve
If you help me

I will
From recognized achievement in science and mathematics 

to the passionate practice of Hawaiian arts and culture, 
Saint Louis builds gentlemen of excellence, faith and character.

challenge me 
If you

I will amaze you 
OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
1 P.M. | K-12 | Mamiya Theatre
25% MILITARY TUITION DISCOUNT
JROTC & CAP Programs Available

Call 739-4832 or email
admissions@saintlouishawaii.org
saintlouishawaii.org

BROTHERHOOD FOR LIFE.

NOW ENROLLING 
KINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH GRADE 5.

AirAsia Celebrates Its Sixteenth Anniversary                                                                               
with Award-Winning Service to Over 130 Destinations

Now with service from Honolulu’s Daniel K. Inouye 
International Airport four times each week, AirAsia is 
celebrating its sixteenth year in business by continu-
ing to offer surprisingly low airfares combined with 
award-winning service across Asia-Pacific, the Middle 
East and the US. Headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia, AirAsia is the winner of Skytrax World Airline 
Awards’ World’s Best Low Cost Airline for the 9th con-
secutive year, connecting people at one of the region’s 
lowest fares. 

From an airline with two aircraft sixteen years ago in 
2002, AirAsia has soared to service over 130 destina-
tions in 26 countries, having carried over 400 million 
guests across the region over the years. This extensive 
network is serviced by over 23,000 dedicated employ-
ees globally. Along with its affiliates, AirAsia is now 
the largest low-cost carrier in Asia in terms of both 
fleet size and number of passengers carried annually. 

The quest to provide travelers with affordable, quality 
air travel began when Tony Fernandes and Datuk Ka-
marudin Meranun - two ambitious men with no avia-
tion background - acquired the debt-ridden AirAsia in 
2001 and turned the airline around within two years’ 
time, subsequently turning it into one of the most suc-
cessful low cost carriers in the world.

The company’s business model is based upon a low-
cost philosophy requiring its operations to be lean, 
simple and efficient. Key strategies are employed in 
this mission including:

High Aircraft Utilization
AirAsia focuses on high frequency and fast turnaround 
of flights, both of which add to customer convenience 
and greater cost efficiencies. Its average aircraft turn-
around time of 25 minutes is the fastest in the region.

In addition, AirAsia’s fleet consists of reliable, high-
capacity and cost-efficient aircraft. The airline boasts 
the largest and youngest A320 and A330 fleet in the 
region with over 200 operating aircraft.

Low Fares, No Frills 
Guests get to enjoy exceptionally low fares but are still 
empowered to pick and choose additional products 
and services they desire at a cost, such as picking 
their favorite seat, delicious inflight meals and drinks, 
lounge access, inflight entertainment and many more.

Point to Point Network
All short-haul AirAsia flights (four-hour flight times 

or less) and medium to long-haul AirAsia X flights 
(which service Honolulu) are non-stop, diminishing 
the need for significant human resource, physical in-
frastructure and facility costs at most transit destina-
tions. As an example, Singapore functions as a virtual 
hub but AirAsia is among the country’s top 10 airlines 
in terms of destination passenger traffic. 

Innovative use of technology has also played a key 
role in AirAsia’s success story, beginning with online 
booking. It was the first airline in Asia to go ticket-
less in 2002, allowing guests to pay for their bookings 
by credit card over the Internet and telephone. Over 
the years, it has built on its technology platform to 
increase the ease of customer transactions as well 
as to provide even greater savings. With the advent 
of social media, tools such as Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube have become integral to the airline’s cus-
tomer relationship initiatives. AirAsia is recognized as 
the most popular airline in the region in terms of its 
Facebook fan base.

While known for its no-frills approach, AirAsia is 
also synonymous with a youthful energy and whim-
sical sense of fun, often captured in its advertising, 
customer communications and flight experience. The 
airline regularly sponsors sporting and entertainment 
events, most recently signed up as the official airline 
partner for UFC, the world’s premier mixed martial arts 
organization. 

AirAsia has been recognized with numerous customer 
service awards over the years. Most notably it has 
been voted the World’s Best Low Cost Airline for nine 
consecutive years by Skytrax, a London-based avia-
tion consultant. This award is given based upon the 
opinions of over 18 million travelers worldwide. The 
company has also been recognized as offering the 
World’s Best Low Cost Airline Premium Cabin and Best 
Low Cost Airline Premium Seat at the annual Skytrax 
World Airline Awards.

Featuring flights from Honolulu to and from the popu-
lar city of Osaka, Japan each Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday, AirAsia continues onward to 
its headquarters hub in Kuala Lumpur from which 
convenient service is available to Thailand, Bali and 
southeast Asia’s most desirable destinations as well 
as Australia, New Zealand and the Middle East.. Dis-
cover the best of Asia and Australia with AirAsia. Visit 
airasia.com for more information.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

A330 AirAsia Group operates a fleet of over 200 aircraft, including  
30 Airbus A330-300 that fly to Honolulu 4 times each week.

AirAsia X operates from Honolulu to Kuala Lumpur  
via Osaka, Japan 4 times each week.

Saint Louis builds gentlemen of excellence, faith and character.
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OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
1 P.M. | K-12
Dr. Richard T. Mamiya Theatre

From recognized achievement in science and mathematics 
to the passionate practice of Hawaiian arts and culture, 

Saint Louis builds gentlemen of excellence, faith and character.

I will amaze you 

Call 739-4832 or email
admissions@saintlouishawaii.org
saintlouishawaii.org

BROTHERHOOD FOR LIFE.

NOW ENROLLING 
KINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH GRADE 5.

If you inspire me 

AirAsia Celebrates Its Sixteenth Anniversary                                                                               
with Award-Winning Service to Over 130 Destinations

Now with service from Honolulu’s Daniel K. Inouye 
International Airport four times each week, AirAsia is 
celebrating its sixteenth year in business by continu-
ing to offer surprisingly low airfares combined with 
award-winning service across Asia-Pacific, the Middle 
East and the US. Headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia, AirAsia is the winner of Skytrax World Airline 
Awards’ World’s Best Low Cost Airline for the 9th con-
secutive year, connecting people at one of the region’s 
lowest fares. 

From an airline with two aircraft sixteen years ago in 
2002, AirAsia has soared to service over 130 destina-
tions in 26 countries, having carried over 400 million 
guests across the region over the years. This extensive 
network is serviced by over 23,000 dedicated employ-
ees globally. Along with its affiliates, AirAsia is now 
the largest low-cost carrier in Asia in terms of both 
fleet size and number of passengers carried annually. 

The quest to provide travelers with affordable, quality 
air travel began when Tony Fernandes and Datuk Ka-
marudin Meranun - two ambitious men with no avia-
tion background - acquired the debt-ridden AirAsia in 
2001 and turned the airline around within two years’ 
time, subsequently turning it into one of the most suc-
cessful low cost carriers in the world.

The company’s business model is based upon a low-
cost philosophy requiring its operations to be lean, 
simple and efficient. Key strategies are employed in 
this mission including:

High Aircraft Utilization
AirAsia focuses on high frequency and fast turnaround 
of flights, both of which add to customer convenience 
and greater cost efficiencies. Its average aircraft turn-
around time of 25 minutes is the fastest in the region.

In addition, AirAsia’s fleet consists of reliable, high-
capacity and cost-efficient aircraft. The airline boasts 
the largest and youngest A320 and A330 fleet in the 
region with over 200 operating aircraft.

Low Fares, No Frills 
Guests get to enjoy exceptionally low fares but are still 
empowered to pick and choose additional products 
and services they desire at a cost, such as picking 
their favorite seat, delicious inflight meals and drinks, 

or less) and medium to long-haul AirAsia X flights 
(which service Honolulu) are non-stop, diminishing 
the need for significant human resource, physical in
frastructure and facility costs at most transit destina
tions. As an example, Singapore functions as a virtual 
hub but AirAsia is among the country’s top 10 airlines 
in terms of destination passenger traffic. 

Innovative use of technology has also played a key 
role in AirAsia’s success story, beginning with online 
booking. It was the first airline in Asia to go ticket
less in 2002, allowing guests to pay for their bookings 
by credit card over the Internet and telephone. Over 
the years, it has built on its technology platform to 
increase the ease of customer transactions as well 
as to provide even greater savings. With the advent 
of social media, tools such as Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube have become integral to the airline’s cus
tomer relationship initiatives. AirAsia is recognized as 
the most popular airline in the region in terms of its 
Facebook fan base.

While known for its no-frills approach, AirAsia is 
also synonymous with a youthful energy and whim
sical sense of fun, often captured in its advertising, 
customer communications and flight experience. The 
airline regularly sponsors sporting and entertainment 
events, most recently signed up as the official airline 
partner for UFC, the world’s premier mixed martial arts 
organization. 

AirAsia has been recognized with numerous customer 
service awards over the years. Most notably it has 
been voted the World’s Best Low Cost Airline for nine 
consecutive years by Skytrax, a London-based avia
tion consultant. This award is given based upon the 
opinions of over 18 million travelers worldwide. The 
company has also been recognized as offering the 
World’s Best Low Cost Airline Premium Cabin and Best 
Low Cost Airline Premium Seat at the annual Skytrax 
World Airline Awards.

Featuring flights from Honolulu to and from the popu
lar city of Osaka, Japan each Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday, AirAsia continues onward to 
its headquarters hub in Kuala Lumpur from which 
convenient service is available to Thailand, Bali and 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

A330 AirAsia Group operates a fleet of over 200 aircraft, including 
30 Airbus A330-300 that fly to Honolulu 4 times each week.

AirAsia X operates from Honolulu to Kuala Lumpur 
via Osaka, Japan 4 times each week.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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 DIGITAL BILLBOARD NETWORK
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

AND MANY MORE!

10-01-2018 - 10-31-2018 All networks All sites

All devices All advertisers All files

Viewership

Total Viewers 1,959,597
Total Opportunities To See (OTS) 4,857,897
Total Plays 19,204,262

Gender Overview

54.3%
Male Viewers

45.7%
Female Viewers

Age/Demographic Overview

Young (≤ 20) M / F 1.3% / 1.5%
Young Adult (21-30) M / F 17.3% / 15.2%
Adult (31-44) M / F 20.3% / 17.1%
Mature Adult (45+) M / F 15.4% / 11.9%

 Male   FemaleViewers By Hour
Average Per Hour: 2,634
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INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY
Site View is a sophisticated solution that plays videos (advertiser, 
newspaper and retailer content). As the video content is playing, 
the computer captures demographic data related to the viewers, 
such as age and gender.

DEMOGRAPHIC DETECTION
Using our proprietary dynamic face tracking technology we can see 
who is in the store and viewing your message so your marketing 
can be strategically targeted to those demographics.

MONTHLY REPORTS
Receive detailed reports of who actually viewed your spots. Monitor 
your advertising and choose where you want your messages to be 
seen or heard.

ADVERTISING FREQUENCY
Take advantage of massive ad frequency. Each network only has 15 
advertisers which means your video would play once every 8 minutes.

NUMEROUS RETAILER NETWORKS
Enjoy the benefi ts of high retailer traffi c & audience as well as 
attractive geographic locations.  
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 7-ELEVEN COOLER MARKETING
PORTFOLIO OF PRODUCTS

Reach a large audience 
including a younger market.

April 2021 Views

21-30 
AGE GROUP

34%

MALE

61%

TOTAL VIEWS

1.5 Million

31-44 
AGE GROUP

37%

FEMALE

39%

45+ 
AGE GROUP 

25%

TOTAL IMPRESSIONS 

3.4 Million

21-44 
AGE GROUP 

71%

Pre-Covid-19 Viewership 
Percentages of 
7-Eleven racks

Take advantage of massive views and 
impressions across the 7-Eleven network.
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 STAR-MEDIA
ONLINE SERVICES

WEBSITES
POWERED BY 

STAR MEDIA

staradvertiser.com
thegardenisland.com
hawaiitribune-herald.com
westhawaiitoday.com
hawaii.com
dining.staradvertiser.com
hawaiirenovation.staradvertiser.com
hawaiiwarriorworld.com
hawaiiprepworld.com
honolulustreetpulse.com
101thingstodo.com

midweek.com
midweekkauai.com
hawaiiislandmidweek.com
gokailuamagazine.com
gokapoleimagazine.com
hiluxury.com
jobs.staradvertiser.com
hawaiicars.com
hawaiiislandhomes.com
digitalbillboardnetwork.com

EXCLUSIVE EMAIL BLASTS
Send custom targeted messages to 
specific audience segments. 

TARGETED EMAIL BLASTS
Email database built on information obtained through 
opt-in online surveys, e-subscriptions, e-registrations, 
and our extensive network of permission-based websites. 

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS & VIDEO
Leverage OPI’s social media platforms to add credability 
and expand your reach.

IN-CONTENT VIDEOS
Engage a captive Star-Advertiser reader audience as 
videos pop up and play within news stories. 

NATIVE ADVERTISING
Creates ads that matches form and function of editorial.

FACEBOOK ADVERTISING
Take advantage of Facebook’s extremely diverse user-base 
to find your exact demographic. We will create and build 
the newsfeed ad to draw in the customers you desire.

GEO-FENCING
Reach your audience through apps and in browsers 
they already use with your advertising messages.

OTT / CONNECTED TV
Premium & scalable video across desktop, mobile websites, 
mobile applications, Outstream, and Connected TV devices.

hawaiiprepworld.com
honolulustreetpulse.com
101thingstodo.com
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 HAWAII.COM
ONLINE SERVICES

midweek.com
midweekkauai.com
hawaiiislandmidweek.com
gokailuamagazine.com
gokapoleimagazine.com
hiluxury.com
jobs.staradvertiser.com
hawaiicars.com
hawaiiislandhomes.com
digitalbillboardnetwork.com

HAWAII.COM
•  Provides travelers planning a visit to Hawaii 

with Island information statewide

•  Features accommodations options and 
the best activities, shopping, dining and 
entertainment opportunities

•  Includes valuable travel editorial and 
vacation planning ideas

•  Opted-in members receive weekly e-newsletters 
featuring news, events and special offers

U.S. PAGE VIEWS

1,952,048
U.S. USERS

280,328
DOMESTIC MEMBERS

401,057
FACEBOOK LIKES

463,964

INTERNATIONAL PAGE VIEWS

422,204
INTERNATIONAL USERS

51,351
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS

99,729
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 FACEBOOK LIVE
LOCAL PROGRAMMING

 FACEBOOK LIVE

Ryan Kalei Tsuji and Yunji de Nies 
host Spotlight Hawaii, a series from 
the Honolulu Star-Advertiser that 
shines a spotlight on issues affecting 
the Hawaiian Islands.

A new live digital broadcast where 
host Kiana Cayabyab delivers the 
latest breaking news, sports and 
trending stories from the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser. 

Former University of Hawaii and Canadian 
Football League standout Chad Owens 
hosts a sports series that features 
insights, interviews, and commentary 
on the top local and national sports. 
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 PODCASTS & SHOWS
LOCAL PROGRAMMING

Makani Tabura and his extraordinary 
guests share knowledge of the 

Hawaiian culture and the importance 
of keeping island traditions alive.

Advanced Sommelier Chris Ramelb 
with Moani Hara and Hali‘a Parish bring 
on unique guests to discuss wine and 

how it pairs with their experiences. 

Lanai Tabura and Brook Lee talk 
story with personalities from all 

different walks of life, from music, 
art to acting and community leaders.

Anne Lee hosts special guests 
each week to learn about their 
experiences and insight into 

Hawaii’s extraordinary food culture.

Big wave surfer, singer/songwriter 
Makua Rothman, sits down with 
some of Hawaii’s biggest stars 
and talk about their careers.

Chad Owens, Ryan Keomaka and 
Kiana Cayabyab invite special 

guests from the sports world to 
“run it back” to their careers.

Get ready to crack a few cold ones 
with some of Hawaii’s most infl uential 

craft brewers, bar and brewery 
owners, mixologists and more!

Break a sweat with the Hawaii Extreme 
Fitness coaches in front of Diamond 

Head, the Mokulua Islands, the Ko‘olaus, 
and other beautiful destinations.

Chad Owens, Ryan Keomaka and 

Break a sweat with the Hawaii Extreme 



CONTACT US
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(808) 529-4700

J. David Kennedy
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(808) 529-4818
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(808) 695-6318
akotarek@staradvertiser.com
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MAJOR & NATIONAL 
ADVERTISING INQUIRIES
Linda Woo
lwoo@staradvertiser.com
(808) 529-4355
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Denise Ching
dching@staradvertiser.com
(808) 529-4796
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Director of Digital Media
(808) 695-6322
tfujimoto@staradvertiser.com
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Director of Advertising
(808) 529-4726
dnakakura@staradvertiser.com
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Director of Advertising
(808) 529-4351
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NEWSPAPERS: HONOLULU STAR-ADVERTISER • THE GARDEN ISLAND 
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD • WEST HAWAII TODAY • USA TODAY - HAWAII EDITION • MIDWEEK 

MAGAZINES: HILUXURY • KAKA‘AKO VERT • GO KAILUA • GO KAPOLEI • KAHALA LIFE
DRIVE MAGAZINE • 101 THINGS TO DO • ONE-SIX KAIMUKI TO KAHALA
WEBSITES: STARADVERTISER.COM • HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD.COM 
THEGARDENISLAND.COM • WESTHAWAIITODAY.COM • HAWAII.COM

FACEBOOK LIVE: SPOTLIGHT HAWAII • STAR NEWS LIVE • C02 RUN DOWN 
PODCASTS: IT’S A HAWAII THING • CULTURISED • WINE &... • RUNNIN’ IT BACK 

KAHUA • WHERE HAWAII EATS • HAWAII EXTREME FITNESS • THE ART OF BEER
OTHER SERVICES: OAHU MEDIA GROUP • STAR EVENTS • STAR MEDIA (DIGITAL SERVICES)

STAR MERCHANT SERVICES • DIGITAL BILLBOARD NETWORK

500 ALA MOANA BOULEVARD, SUITE 7-500 • HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 • (808) 529-4700 • FAX: (808) 529-4898




